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Conterning the 


. Ceremomes of the (hurch. 


is granted by all ſober Prote-. 
. ſtantrs, that tlie Church hath po- 
werof making Canons and Con- 
{titutions, for' Decency' and Order in 
the publick worſhip of God ;' and not 
only to preſcribe the neceſſary circum- 
ſtances of timeand place; bur alſo to 
continue and eftabliſh thoſe 'ancient 
rites of the Chriſtian Church, which 
were pracuſed in the primitive times; 
and are in themſelves of an indifferent 
- nature;which authority of the Church 
was aſſerted in the Augu/taxiconfeſiion, 
and particularly by Mr. Gatuin,. and 74 1-4. 
other worthy perſons in the: Reformas $.« 7c. 
tion. Which our Reformers alfo did 6::p27-- 
aſſume to themſelves, as is declared in -.-...-> 
phe 20th. Article ; | and hath been pra- -  *: - 


The Preface concerning 


Ants ie, iſed and defended againſt all Diſſen- 
28. ters, as well by Scripture, as by Anti- 
x Corinth. quity, and right reaſon : and therefore 
2-26: thoſe perſons that condemn the Cere- 
monies oof the Church,whichgthe Max- . 
tyrs and'Confeſſors of our Church, did 
eſtabliſh upon mature deliberation, do 
refle&- too ſeverely upon thoſe Wor- 
thies, who with equal, prudeoce apd 
conſtancy/did commend them tous. 
Fx48 car. And the Royale Martyr was fo tender 
8. p.26, Of their reputation, that in his anſVPer 
to the Parliament; Remouſftrance, he 
promileth 4o-reform the: Ceremonies 
with theſe.cautions..C] t; That theR 
formation were purſued withifuch nao- 
deſty and:ſubmiflion,-that the quict of 
che Kingdom werd-not:.aatarbed 2:2. 
Nor he.;:degenay and icomelineſs: of 
God's ſervice diſcotintenanced::132Nor 
the pions, ſaber, and devout actions.of 
thoſeireverend perſans;, who were:the 
firſt laborers in the bleſſed Reforma- 
tion,be:ſcandalized and defamet. And 
Tome. that:are nat {riends:to:Ceremo- 
' +, > _ Nies, have vindicated-thoſe'perſons un | 
bayonet this reſpec. © Whatſhall we ſay of :re- 
Commuj. © verend Ridley, (faith Maſter:Groften) 
o. p.334- hearty Jogger, ſincere Savers, truity 
J - 455 | Tayler, 


the Ceremonies of the Ghurch. 
«Tiayler, and moſt brave Bradford, with 
<the cloud of Witneſſes that ferved 
«God by the Liturgy to their laft 
«breath, even in their moſt perſonal 
*and dying devotions, and 1uffered ab 
*ſo for ſo doing, having 'the ſame ob- 
< jected againft them by their Perfecu- 
Etors, and aHo preſſed thepeople, and 
«their choiceft friends, to:adhere-to xr, 
and ſerve God by'it. ' Andhowever 
tome ſnceceding Chriſtians'have deſt- 
"ted ſothe'reformarion of the Liturgy, -/ 
"they haye conftantly;'ahd with due 
<Jeyotion ſetved God intheale there- 
of, and defended the fame apainſt the 
© venſorious 'Browniſts, and- rigid Sep4- 
arifts.--i- i! And the firit reformation 


hadtheperſeRtion of ſubſtance, though 
hot of degrees, 'Gods true worſhip was 


- Yeſtoted' to x right order bf miniftrati- 
vn, the' Ordinznces of -God-did-then 
truly exift, as to their ſubſtance, and 
falvably as”to' thetr Minifterial mode 
towards 'the' people ; otherwiſe thoſe 
holy Men had:not wherein to rejoyce 
before God ztid rhe Wotld:” And cer 
txinly they did'not entayl# Popiſh, Su- 
perſtitious'; or Tdolatrots Yoke (as 
ſome call the Ceremonies) on the 
| 3-34. 43 08 RE Ty Church 
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The Preface concerning 
.Church of God. Mr. Cartwright was 
one of the firſt Oppolers of the Cere- 
monies,and inſtead of acquainting you 
with the Anſwers of  Arch-Bilhop 
Whitgift, and judicious Hookey,' to his 
arguments, it will be ſufficient to ſay, 
that Mr. Cartwright himſelf hath ſaid 
enough to.confute the diflenters of our 
times, for firſt he oppofed them, only | 
as inconvenient, not unlawful : and | 
perſwaded; Miniſters. rather to wear 
the Garmeats than ceaſe their Mini- 

ſtry, and in-his Evangelical, Harmony, | 
on Luke 22. (2 v. 14. ad.19.) he ſaith, 

that kneeling 1n the receiving of the || 1 
Sacrament, being incommodious in its p 

] 
\ 
t 
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own nature, and made. more incomr 
modious by Popiſb Superiition, is-not 
ſo to be rejeted, that for the.ſake there: 
of we ſhould abſtain from the Sacra- 


ment, becauſe the thing is got 1n its A 
own nature unlawful --- And, what fi 
his judgment was in the,caſe of Sepa- t 
ration, -appears in a Letter.,of his to t 


Mr. Herriſox lately publiſhed: And in. f 
another Letter to his Siſter A»ne Scrubs, }f 
reproving; her for ſtumbling at this © 
ſtone, that becauſe of {ame Yeſeds. in 
8 Church, inſtead of ringing that 
Biz, | __ Church 
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the Ceremonies of the Charch. 
Church: to be imperfeft, ſhe concluded 
it to be-no Church, The wile and ho- 
ly Mr. Hiderſbam , Bradſhaw , Paget, 


Ball, Gifferd, and other learned Non-_ 


conformiſts of old did foreſee and great- 


Diviſions, 


ly fear this Spirit (faith Mr. Bexter.) p. 88. 


But this Spirit being very troubleſome 
and pragmatical, the moſt learned of 
the diſſenters did alway endeavour to 
moderate it, as well by their quiet and 
peaceable pracice, as by their learned 


and earneſt arguments, and exhortati- . 


ons to unity in the publick Worſhip. 
And accordingly when King Femes, 
ſhortly after his entry into the Throne, 
had appointed the conference at Ham- 
prox Court, where Doctor RKaynoldr, 
Dr. Chadertor, Dr. Spark, and others 
were appointed to diſcourſe the mat- 
ters in controverſie, with ſome Epiſco- 
pal Divines,; They were ſo far from 
affirming the ceremonies to be unlaw- 
ful, that they would not have it known 
that any of that party were ſo weak, as 
to affirm it ; .and Dr. Raynolds was fo 
far ſatisfied, 'that before his death he 


communion of.the Church of England, 
and deſired abſolution according " the 
GS : form 


| fſolemaly declared himſelf to be of the 


ColeB. 


\ vailed, as to corrupt divers of the Br 


| The Preface toncerning 
form appointed in the Liturgy. About 
this time Biſhop Morton, Doftor Bar 
ges, Mr. Sprint, and others did moſf 


_ rationally; and irrefragably aſſert the 


innocency of the Ceremonies, and the 
neceffity of the Miniſters conformin 
rather than to ſuffer deprivation, nd 
of the peoples, rather than to be de- 
prived of the Ordinances of Chrift.- I 
intend not a Hiſtory of the tranſaQi- 
ons in this buſineſs, and therefore ſhall 
only give you a brief account of it, from 
the beginning of our unhappy troubles. 
The Lozg Parliament in their Petition, 
and Remonſtrance joyned with it, De- 
cember 15.1642, inform- us of forne 
Malignant parties, whoſe proceedings - 
evidently appeared to be, mainly, for 
the advamage and increaſe of Pope-. 
ry, and were compoſed, ſet up, and | 
ated, by the ſubtle practice of the 
Feſuits, and other Engineers 'and' Fa- | 
&ors for Kome, who had: ſo far 'pre- 


ſhops and others, in prime places of 
the Church, and p. 2o. they intimate, 
that Tdolatry, and Popiſh- Ceremonies F 
were introduced to the Church, by K 
command ' of the Brhhops; and 'the FJ + 
7 people M_ 


the Geremrories of the Chaith. 
people "wete--not'only debarred the 
Church, 'bur” expelled the 'Kingdom. 
And that thoſe:were counted: fitteft for 
Ecclefiaftical*preferment; and fſooneft 
attaitied it, who were moft officious 
in promoting Superſtition, moft ' viru- 
tent in railing _ Godlineſs and 
honeſty. We deſire (fay they) to 
unburthen the Conſciences of men, of 
ticedlefs and- 'Superftitious Ceremo- 
nies, ſuppreſs Innovations; and take 
away the monuments of Idolatry. To 
this His Majeſty of Bleſſed Mem 

anſwered tlius.* 2” The fears: for Re- 
” ligion, may haply be, not only as it 
”2 may be innovated- by the Komiſb 
” party, but as itis accompanied with 
” ſome Ceremonies, at which ſome 
” tender Conſciences really are; or pre- 
” tend to be ſcandalized. Concerni 

? Religion, as there may be 'any fu? 
 picion of- favour, or inclination to 
” the Papiſfts,, we are willing to de- 
”>clare to all the 'World, that as we 
? have been. from our- childhood 
” brought up in, and praaued the Re- 
” ligion now eſtabliſhed; ſo it is well 
” known; we tave (not contented 


KY ſimply with-the principles of: our | 


” Educa- 


The Prefuce concernitig - 

» Education.) given a good proportion 
 » of our time: and pains, to the exa- 
2» mination of the grounds of this Re- 
» ligion, as it is different from that of 
» Kome, and are from'our - Soul fo 
» fully ſatisfied, and affured that it is 
” the molt pure, and- agreeable to the 
» Sacred: Word of God, of any Reli- 
” gion now practiſed in the Chriftian 
» world, that as we believe we can 
” maintain the ſame by unanſwerable 
» Reaſons, ſo we hope we ſhould read1- 
” ly ſeal 19 it by the effufion of our 
2 Bloud,- if it pleaſed God 'to call us to 
” that Sacrifice. And: therefore no- 
” thing can be ſo acceptable to us, as 
” any propoſition which may contrt- 
 bute to the advancement of it here, 
? or the propagation of it abroad, being 
” the only means of drawing down the 
2» Bleſſings of God upon our ſelves and 
” this Nation. - And we have been ex- 
” treamly unfortunate if this Profeſſion 
? of ours be wanting to our people---- 
” For differences among our ſelves, for 
” matters indifferent in their own na- 
” ture, we ſhall, in tenderneſs to any 
” number of our loving Subjects, very | 
» willingly comply with the advice of 
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»bemade, of -ten- 
». de# Conſciences from tern 

»'or perſecution; for ſuch Ceremonies, 
» and in{uch caſes, which by thejudg- 
”. ment of moſt men ire held: tobe mar- 
” ters indifferent, and of ſome to/'Þþe 

» abſolutely-unlawful. ( Provided FAVS 
as before mentioned, under-the three 


_ "eautions.)*To that clauſe wHich&oh- 


” Gerns corruptions ( as you ſtile them ) 
?'1n Religion, in Church Government, 
”and in Diſcipline, and the removing 
»ſuch' unneceſſary Ceremonies, ''as 
?.weak' Conſciences might check at: 
» That for' any illegal Innovations 
»-which may have crept in, we'ſhall 
>.-willingly concur in the renioval- of 
” them, 'but we are very ſorry to hear 


.-inſach general'terms, corruption in 


? Religion obje&ted, fince we are per- 
»ſwaded 7-in- : Conſcience;+ that: 'no 


2;Charch on Earth can be found; that 


”.profeſſeth- the true Religion ' with 
2: more purity of Doctrine,' than” the 
2. Church of Exglend doth, nor-where 
” the Goverament and Diſcipline are 
” joyntly more ' beautified and; free 
” from Superſtition, than as _—_ 
J-f? * þ 2 NETG- 
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' che Grace 6f God we will with-con- 


” tangy Maintain, wile we. live, in: 
” their, purity-and glory, not only.a- 
" gail invaſions of Popery, but al/o 
” from the irreverence of tholeSchilma- 
” tricks and Separatiſts, -wherewith of 
” late this Kingdom and City abound, 


? to the great diſhonoux,and hazard of 


» Church and State. - - Doubtlels they 
had very much of the nature-of. the 
Adder .in them, who-inſtead of being 
charmed. jnto a quiet and: meek ſub- 
miſſion by theſe moſt pious, gracious, 
{incere Reaſons and condeſceniions,did 
precipitate themſelves, -and the threes 
Nations to thoſe horrible . confuſions, 
which-.that Prophetizck, as well as 
Royal. $ Jiri foretold, for immediately 
after, the people of-the. Land being 
irighted by frequent remonſtrances of 
{ears and jealouties of; Papery and $y- 
perftition, run -themſelves-. into, icor- 
tain ſnares as totheir Eſtates, by the 
mlatiable oppreſſion of their new Ma- 
ers, and their Lives,. by gheir want 
' of Loyalty, and as to theix-Confcienges 
by illegal Oaths and Covenants; tilt - 
the beauty of Religion was — | 
—_— ; F 7 


for waizenf ndavacyl Rebedans, pod 
the ſubſtance of cit devoured by: :Sedts 
and Hereſfies. of all kinds. > And this 
for Reformation of Ceremonies, 
for - the Dodrine:: necded-ir not. do 
even tremble 'to relate::in- a//corner, 
what a-Preacher who was then bf great 
repute, . ſpake i in the moſt: eminent 
meeting of: the Nation ('the-prefent - 
Parliament; : An#0 2656; );:i0-:itheſs - 
words. Worthy Patriots, ;you-thar 
are Rulers,inthispreſenr mient--- 
Praiſed: be; God, who hath-delivercd 
ns from Prelatical i innovations, Alrar- 
genu-flexions' and . cringings, wirh 
_ eroffings,: and all thar 't traſh, 
and frumpery ; and truly;'F- 
more, than what I have often t 
and ſaid----The removal of cheſs infaff 
pertable burdens, countervails for the 
Bloud and:Treafure ſhed and- ſpeaevg 
- theſe late diſtractions; nordid I as 
ever hear of any godl) men, that de- 
fired compbiieris pal le) 10 purchaſe 
their friends, or mony again, at og” 
dear a rate, as the teturn: of theſe, to 
- have thoſe Soul-burthening Antichri- 
 ftian yokes impoſed upon'us ; if any 
ol robe; 4: Ys that defire is 
' Ng 
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Ald Prefyre commuting: 
 bapartofahelt godiuiels andif-pro? 
| Cite ah tobe none-ab th 
embers) Cabany'thbatbearsthendme 
of.xChrifdiinichear 1uch) things with- 
ob hoxnor; btpecially': when! he thall 
ſeripuly 5 conſwet- what 4: dehuge2of 
hloud:jad'overflown the: land, : The - 
King:beingoMurchered :about. Eight 
years before} andithe Sword, and the 
Axe having glutted: themſelves: with 
the Bloud of many Noble:Heroes, and 
learned Clergy:men ?. And: beſides the 
many thouſands that dyedfor their Re: 
ligion,- andiLoyalty,:rhere were very 
many that:perihed 'allo in: Rebellion, 
againit God and the King.i:He had lir- 
tle charity'fayhis Brethren; that would 
not--on' fuck ica{te conditions, ' redeem 
them from the grave andihell; :if | we 
may argueirom a-Parable;: Diwes:hads 
moxe charity in that placeof- Torment; 
than wasinthis Preachers !breaft, and: 
x this be a mark of godbnels, _ Setaw' 
needs not to be transformed, to paſs 
tor an Angel of (light, ſute:I am: no- 
thing can be: more oppoſite. to this.;E-: 
vangclical truth, 'whichthet Text thati 
1s: befare us commends;; (is. ):of pre*! 
icrringanexcys before Sacrifice, 1 _ 
' 02 & A Men 
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their uſe, and "en aver the Yourt#F of 
thems out; and ajl up ithis ground, Fig 
things which h ve btelts ſedi wy 
. Worſhip muſt be laid 

cbmes another Boreas from pol; 

( whence'mblt of our evils Sins) bf 

led a Diſpute a i hb cop iſ 2h 
Ceremonies; Which h eg ig we 
a contendingfor the. ack y of Chrift, 
againſt the © rruptions of "Atiti*cli 

and this Spirit, as if he yo ind < 
rhe triumphant party, leads i oat 
no meajier perfons, than Hooker, 

ron; Butges, Sprint, \ Paybody, dns) 
Saravia, Tiltn, Spotſword, Inf, Fox+ 
bes, &c. who were all partici ulatly 
confuted, , and vanquiſhed” by tiim, 'as 
he boaſted.” Bur chis, picrful I 
dealt very -mercifully” 'with'! cher 
for their chains were ſuch as fell 'off's j 
their own. accord: and fo dp thoſe vi- 

- perous appelfations* Which he: exitita* 
vours to by on'the 'Chiirch, ind Her 
practiſes, calling chem 'Popiſh, Agti- 
chriſtian, Idle and Idolized, for thus 
he bs, the Church of Gin] 
Oh thou - faireft among W 
what haſt thou to do with the i Spe 


ling appurtenances and babiline : | 
o& 2 


the. Crrtnniied of as Che ch. 


of Babylon the whore &c. But bis&rg q- 
tmentsarcasitpotent as his Oblogay, 
the datning of whi i hich is confutation 
enough,” pF Kelt; 5f the Reader will 
bur turn bis 'negatives into - affirma- 
tives} and: his affirmatives into nega- 
tives, the weakneſs of the man, and 
ig _—_— ol irgiriog: will be. magt- 


As Fir," when he ſays we are not 
'to-account the Ceremonies mattes:of 

ſrnl!iinportanceJconfrary tothe ſenſe | 
of ours,and allthe Reformed: Charches 
which accotitthein things indifferent 
ind not” wo! a, Os OTA pow for, 
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avoided, Fourthly,.moregve ;becaaſe 
the foredeck. and hindeck ÞE .all; our 
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farmado's headed iby;Dr:Omea, . whoſe...> -17 » x 
ghief objetina is;! that the deremonies-! 
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\The Prefqce vtaverning | 
by chrift himſelf ] ).do-make the evre- 
monies: of d\Sacrameatdl- narure. Foe 
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much ' mots the | modes of” preparing 
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and; are \xtallyigrieved ache rreve- 
tence-1and, dafqnders, whichiare,: and, 


| have-been toooblervible inshe-Meet-. 


inps of diffentingipartits.. 4/15: ;Here- 
bythe. Magiftratedhould ragigly- con- 
fals himſelt;guilyiof all thoſe arculati-. 
ons that baye beep chargediupng hiar, 
and: bis: predeceſſors. of; impoling un- 
lawful; {uperſtizicus. and.;Popyh, cere- 
monies, and:perſecuting the;godly and 
confciegtious people ; that; gould-opt: 
conform to'thetn..; Add 54, It would 


. greatly defame thoſe worthy Martyrs, 


who not. only. thought fit: to; retain 
them, - and gave cogent arguments for 
the lawful ufe'of-them, but ſealed:the 
eſtabliſhed worſhip and diſcipline with 
their blond,: not only in the eMarier 
days, 'but under the 'late lfurpation 
alſo, -'6/y, It is an unreaſonable;thing, 
to demand that, which they themfelves 
would deny; if they were inthe Magi- 
ſrates- place ; for, let me -:ask-$hem, 
whether they, being well. pgrſwaded 
of their diſcipline.and order; (v4i2.that. 
it is agreeableito:the-Ward-af God, to 
antiquity and reaſon). would comply” 


| with: the delires of eflensiog panics. 
_ to:ninke ſuchalterations;as ſhould from - 


time 
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cer of direging and | 


4' pow 
poſer bing'to the Magiſtrate, i 
groiriplo 3. Mugen) _ 
take it'very ill-to be dixeaed by their 


Subjotts,” 7h, If the eftabliſhed cere- = 


———_ removed; others of alike 
_ would fucceed; as rea 
and ſymbolical as they, (ſuch as ſitting 
at (her Saboinher, and _lifeing up' the 
hands to Heawen,) it: 


almoſt to perform divine ſervice, with 


. any decericy, without fachs and ſeeing 
that for meny centuries of the Prims- 
tive Church, wherein other-ceremo- 
nies have been complained of by Saint 
Auguſtine, and others; no man evet 
objected againſt the cerecionies which 
pee nn our Church, and which 


were by thoſe famous Reformets and 


Martyrs retained in-our ang 4 {it's 
on ineof a meck or quiet ſpitit, 


+ objedtions, andes de diviſions = 
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world more.reaſon than yt hath been 
given, $0-believe,. that the Churchaf 
tag land, even from the firſt Reformg- 
tion, hath been in a dangerous exrox 

and the FaQions thatappoſed: Tab otes have 
had truth” and-juſtice on their fide. 

. In the ſecond ObjeRion, Papiſts and 
Secarics joyntly (ay, That other dif- 
ſenrers may :as We juſtiie their ſe 
ration irom'us,. on pretenee of the 
remonies retained: by our Church, as 
we gan juſtific our. ſeparation from the 
Church of Rowe by reaſon of the Ce- 
vn doowtat  p by her. To which [ 
ſhall not-need to make 4ny other an- 
ſwer, than ſhait appeal toirhe- Con- 
{ciences of, all: unprejudicedperſons, 
Whether the Church of Raghand, re- 
Firing the uſe of three: 'Geremonies 

ared' by /her ſelf to be indifferent, 
and na eine erate by. ber-enemies not 
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of Rome," of - which St: up 
plaided-in his days} wn 


offenſive, than'to uſe Wilolemn: plain! 
form of- words;. takenieither from' the 
Scripture;/or the ancient*Liturgies'of 
the Church. What is' the Surplice, 
Crols in Baptiſm, and kneeling at the 
Sacrametit-for devotion; :if campared 
to their Adoration'of the' tranfubſtan- 
riated Hoft, worſhipping; of Imapes, 1n- 
vocation of -Sxints, their docruies' bf 
the Popes Supremacyy/'and Infallibi- 
tity, of ' Purgatory: and -Indulgences 
belides 'the innumerable iceremonies 
daily practiſed: by theav? © Andas'the 
Seftaries) will +not "condemn! 'the 
 Church'of Eze/and, forreceding from 
theſe extreams, ſo neither can the''Ro- 
manifts blame her for want of 'modera- 
tion, inretaining - both purity of Do- 
rine, and decency of 'Worthip,- and 
—_ airy of Si- 
criledgeandiprofanation ofholy things; 
of Rebellion and -Bloud-thed.” though 
under proece of Ralgon, where 
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the Cerempzies of the Churh. 


with both they and the SeRaries have. 
defiled themſelyes. .It was the pious 
cate of the Pilots of our Church, to 
condud their Succeflors ( between the 
tworocks of Superſtition and Idolatry 
oh one hand,. and irreverence and 
irreligion on the other) in the ſame 
courle in which ( I hope we all be- 
lieve) they themſelves went to Hea- 
ven. And the Goyernors of the Church 
have ever fince taken caution of all 
its Miniſters, not to depart from the 
ſame, either in their . publick mini- 
{trations or dodrines, Cn the peo- 
ple need not doubt of their ſecurity in 
ſuch good old ways, wherein, as the 
ancient Martyrs did, they may even 
in the midſt of outward troubles, find 
peace in their Souls. But as for thoſe 
that give themſelves up to the gui- 
dance of Unſtable men, ( who have 
degenerated not only from the mode- 
ration,and charity of the ancient Non- 
conformiſts, but even from their own 
re 60 and neither are what they 
ately were,nor have giventheir follow- 
ers any ſecurity,that they will continue 
to be what now they are) They muſt 
needs be like G—_— tolled to _ 

14 * 9 
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. The Preface. concerning 
fro.with every wind 'of Dodtrine; iby 
the {lighe of-men,: and cunning crafti- 
neſs. whereby: they: lye-in: wait to le- 
ceive. Therg are perhaps fome weak; 
perlions among us, whoſe Conlciences 
are really offended at the: ule of our 
Ceremonies, theſe we ought to regard 
ſo far, that if it-were in our power, we 
ſhould rather omitthe ule of rhe Cere- 
monies,than give them offence; Bus as 
we are forbid to give any offence to-pri- 
vate perlons, ſo much more to the 
Church of God, by-ourdtfobedience. 
And whereas thoſe that have real 
{cruples of Conſcience will be diligent 
to enquire, and ready to receiveſatis- , 


faction, from. their more learned Bre- 
thren, it. cannot be'preſumed that 


there are many ſuch among us, who 
have the arguments and examples of 
the firſt Retormers and Martyrs, the 
ſence and Harmony of the Reformed 
Churches abroad, the deliberate con- 


| ſtitutions of the Church: and State at 


home, to inſtru& them. in the neceſſt- 
ty of Obedience. in ſuch ' indifferent 
things ; and if. weak. perſons will at- 
tend rather tothe wicked ſuggeſtions 
of a few diſcontented- and: turbulent 
men, 


the Ceremonies off the Church; 
ar ante nos odiſſe incipiant,, quant noſſe, 
thatfo Lord = ks ho Cones 
weak perfons, as to' make then hate 
their Brethren, they know not” for 
what; if they negle@t' to hear the 
Church, and defpile inftruction,; and 
chooſe their own deluſions, they are 
no longer weak Brethren, but reſolved 
adverſaries, and of ſuch Chriſt ſays, 


Matth, 15, 14. Let them alone, they 1.3.c-19. 


be blind Leaders of the blind. And 
that moſt diſſenters among us are of 
this kind, may appear from that ready 
conformity, which they practiſed be- 
fore the late Indulgence, and fince that 
upon the teſt, which argues, their 


itn, ' 2s objfruurt petfors Jemima, 


See Caly. 
Inſtitus. 


S.,It, 


revolt to proceed from humor, or in- ' 


tereſt rather than from Conſcience. 


And as Mr.,Catvin ſays, If ſuch weak s. 5: 


perfons- never grow fo ſtrong as to 
digeſt inoffenſive and ſlender food, it 
1s certain they were never well nurſed 
with Milk. I conclude therefore with 


» 


ut ſo long only, until they have been 
well inftri - after- which 1f- they 
are fti]l ſerupulous, their infirmity 
K 2 &- 


Peter Martyr: We muſt not always ,,. ,.. 


32, 


pore to the weak in things indifferent, 2.1. 4, ec: 


The Preface concerning, &c. | 
deſerves no farther reſpe&t, for then # 
'tis not Scandalum puſillorum ſed Pha- } 
ſupres. Tiſeoram, And the Church hath a 
2, neceſſity of vindicating her liberty 

when by the unjuſt actions vf falſe 

_— it 15.queſtioned and indanger- 
af ed in the Conſciences of her weak 
Children. 
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| Matth. ix. 13. | Ys 
But go ye, and learn what that meaneth, 
I will have wy and not S werifee: 


2a O find the genuine ſenſe of 
theſe words, it will be con- 
venient to conſult the Con- 
7 text, from v.g. where our - 
Saviour calls Matthew, a 
h Publican of no ſmall reputa- 
tion and wealrch, to follow him who had not a 
houſe where' to reſt his head. A ftrange ef- 
NE C by virtue of two words). wrought on 
K 3 ſuch 


In locum. 


| but by the Miracles wrought by him, ſuch as 
_ the Paralytick Man, v. 24, whole bodily Diſ- 


[ 2 | 


ſuch a Subje& ; of which we are obliged to 
fay ſomething, Ne arreptitiam & euthyaſts- 
cams conver fronem expettemus, (faith {fening 


in Locus) leſt we'alſo ſhould expect { what 


roo-muiy prevend unto} an inftamaneous and 
impulive power towork irreffiibly upon.ys 
for our Converſion. 7alian and Porphyry do 
both object this very inſtance, to overthrow 
the-c:xilit of the Goſpel, as if_the whole Hi- 
ſtory of it were fititious and falſe, or at leaſt 
ro prove that they were go other than giddy 
and fanatick perſons, that followed our Savi- 
our Of this S. Hierame rakes notice, and an- 
ſiwers thus, Falgor ipſe & Majeftas Divini- 
tatys acculte, que etiamin humana facie relucy- 
bat, ex primo ad ſe videnteitrahere poterat A» 
ettn. $i enim in magnete, &c. | 
But this reply is not thought ſufficient by | 
learned Men, to ſilence the obyeRion, to which 
It is anſwered more ſatisfaQorily,as followeth. 
That S; cAfatthew was brought :up inthe 
Zeiſs Religion, wherein that. he was a good 


+ proficient, appears, as from many paſſages in 


that Goſpel, ſo eſpecially by .the Hebrew 
Tongue; wherein -he wrote it, In his. thaje 
the coming of the Aleſſia was generally ox- 
pected by that Nation, and onr Saviour kg- 
ving entred on his publick Office, proclaims 
kim{elf ra be that Mefſias, andPtoves it, Hot 
only by the Divine Doctrine whith hetaught, 


no other Man did. One was newly effefted on 


eaſe . 


[3] 


eaſe being ciired by rwo words, Ariſe, and 

walk;, was applyed Hy our Saviour to per- 

ſwade the 'People, that he could as eaſily and 

graciouſly pardon their ſins, Now St. Aat- 

thew living in Capernaum where this was done, 

could not be ignorant of the fact, ner: can we 

Probably ſuppoſe him negligent , to certifie 

himſelf of the real truth of that and other Mi- 

racles, which-out Saviour wrought in- Cper- 

#4, and cotuparing the:predictions of the 

Prophets,(with-which be was well-acquainted) 

with the feveral circumſtances of the time and 

place, and'the-m:ghty deeds of the promiſed 

CHMeſſias, he was periwaded to bejjeve bim to 

be: the (#7357, of which (it is alſo probable 

that ) -out Saviour more fully-convinced him 

by.ſome particular arguments, beſides the ge- 

neral Doctrine which he taught in that City, 

although only the cloſe of that Diſcourſe be 

recorded ; fo thar he was not converted as Sr. 

Pax was, by a Miracle from Heaven, but by 

the otdinary ratibnal method;by which it plea- 

ſeth God to draw other ſinners to himſelf, O- 

pening their ejes, and turning them from dark. As 26.18 

neſs unto light, aull from the power of Satan nn- * Thus we | 

$0-Goa, It is no * wonder 'then, that Saint find that 

ts SATO TGT | WEIETLS Xenophon 

became the Diſciple of Sycrates z for meeting him ina'narrow paſ- 

ſage, Xenopbon a5ked him this ſhore queſtion , Tot mwegoxom 

Tov GxrYy*er aur ra7or ; (1.) How the neceffaties of life might 

be obtained 2 to which having anfwered ſarisaRorily, he demand- 

ed again, IIT oy xgavi Kita Set jrormy drfipoms (i.) Where 

Men might be mace good and virtuous ? Socrates anſwered, "Es 

E: rrogtd (i.) Cone and learn, whereupon Xenophon follow- 
im, and became his [iſriple. 'Diog. Laertins in vita Xeno- 

bbore. K 4  Mainthew 


[4] 


Matthew follows ſuch an effeRual call, -ajl 
without farther conſultation with fleſh and 
bloud, leaves all and follows his Saviour.. > We 
fay not then that our Converſion is the work 
Of an inſtant, nor that it comes with ſuch ob- 
ſervation, that we can ordinarily point at the 
time and place, and ſay, Zo here, or le there 
it was ; .the work is done gradually, and not 
in a moment, rationally and not violently,-:it 
a ſoft calm voice, and not in a Whirlwind, that 
carries us irreſiſtibly, ard in a manner unac- 
countable, to an eſtate of grace, /Whatevet 
impulſes ſome Men may have-on their ſpirits, 
to believe themſelves thus farRified, they will - 
find ar laſt that God was not in that Wind, fot 
although ir be violent, it is not long, and 
though it might ſhake the heart, yet it doth 
not ſweep it, it is a work of time and Chri- 
ſian circumſpeCtion, to make onr calling and 
eleftion ſure. St, Matthew havirig found the 
Meſſias, and become his Diſciple, partly in 
gratitude to his Saviour, and partly in charity 
to his neighbours, that they might partake of 
the ſame grace with himſelf, invites them t 
his Honſe, where, as St. Mark ſays, Ch, 2; 
15, As feſus ſate at meat, many publicans and 
fners (ate alſo with feſus, and his Diſciples. 
' The Phariſces obſerving our Saviour too fa- 

miliar- (as they thought) with Publicans and 
Gnners, . infinuate this obje&tion to his Diſci- 
ples, hy eateth your Mafter with Publicans ' 
and Sinners ? v.11, To this our Saviour re- 
plyeth by a three-fold Argument ; The firſt 6f 
tf, OT n® of ay Reaſan, 
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; "OE : 
Reaſon, in a Proverbial ſpeech, The whole 
need not the Phyſician, but they that are fick: 
The 24. from Scripture, 1 will have mercy, 
and not ſacrifice ; The 3d, from: the end of his 
coming, which was, not to call the Righteomg, 
but Sinners to repentance. The Texz is the ſe- 
cond of theſe Arguments, and I cannot omit 
a ſhort remark-tipon our Saviour's Preface, 
for, whereas he converſed in a familiar manner 
with the Pablicans and Sinners, he turns off 
the Phariſees, who pretended to more know- 
ledge and piety than others, with an impurati- 
on of Ignorance, and Uncharitablenefs, faceſ- 
ſite, Get you home, and ſtudy your own duty 
to God, and your neighbours, and trouble nor 
your ſelves or others about ſuch niceties of 
che Law. Go learn what that-meaneth, &c, 
By-Mercy we are'to underſtand, - anegald 
humanitatis fpatri debemus, all thoſe offices of 
Humanity, or Chriſtianity, which we owe to 
our ſelves or Brethzen, wherher'in'reſpet of 
their Souls, of Bddies, poods;or good names ; 
and by Sacrifice (which being'the chief part 
of God's publick-Worſhip among the 7ews, 
is put for the whole) Totum externum cultum, 
all the Pzxdagogy- of the Fewiſs Diſcipline, 'of 
which only the Phariſees were'ztalous, to the 
negle& of the weightie? matters-6f the Law, --* 
Judgment, Mercy, and Faith : *And'now T ſhall 
need onely to intfeat you to read-ovyer the 
whole Verſe in Hoſea 6. 6, from whence the 
Text is taken, for a full expoſntion of it, whete 
it 1s thus written, *7 def6red merey, and-not fu: 
oy | erifice, 


[6 ] 
erifice ; and the knowledge of God, more than 
barnt-offerings ; the latter part whereof, be- 
Ia epegerie of the former gives us this ſenſe, 
1 | x mercy, more than jarrfee , for the 
Hebrews wanting the termes,of compariſon, 
do uſe the negatiyc, 8? and IR or-the pre- 
poſition 3D which ſignifieth /pre, as in Pro- 
verbs 8. 10. 4 defired inftruttion, NDD"2R) 
and not ſilver ;; and knowledge VYWAD rather 
has fine gold : where the negative '1s not ex- 
cluſive, but comparative, for when two things 
come into compariſon, it is uſual with the He- 
brews, to deny of that which -is leſs, and to 
affirm of that which is more-excellens, And 
this may help us to underſiand many places af 
Scripture, which without this knowledge of 
the Hebrew Idiom, ſeem very difficult, as Fe- 
rem) 7.22. 1 fpake net to: your Fathers concet- 
ming burut-offerings aud ſacrifices þst this thing 
commanded 1 thew, ſaying, Obey my viice, avi 
T will be your God, and je ſpall be my People, 
which cannot þe underſtood; as.if God chad 
not commanded them concerning Sacrifites, 
but that he did not require thera chiefly, or 
principally. Obedience being-the duty which 
was moſt aimed at : So in the-New Teftametir, 
7ebn 7. 16. Fdy Deftrine 4s not mine, but bus 

xCer-1.17, that ſeut me 3 SO St. Pal lays, Chrift ſent 

| me-net to haptize, but 20 preach the Goſpel ; aoll 
Row.g, 16. It is not in-him that wilteth, wor in 

bim that runneth, but in God-that ſheweth mer- 

gs where our endeavours are/not excluded, 

bor ae grace f Goul preuora... Lteives 

then, 


[9] 
then. a5 jf imports the publick worftipof God, 
is not excluded. God thar:made- our ' Souts 
and -Yodies, -xequires' that we ſhould plorifie 
him tn our Souls and in our Bodies which are 
his,. avd "thar we may. ferve him iacceptably, 
he :requireth outward reverence, -as yell as 
ward; fear ; and therefore to forſike the al- 
femblinp of our ſelves, or in our Aﬀemblies 
pot toi aſe. chat folemm Unity and: reverence 
which -may 
of thatigreat Majeſty, with whoto we have ro 
do, and yrhich may add a beauty to-holinets, 
is a -plols beſides this Text, as if God had 
ſaid,  Sacrificiom  nolo, 'T care not ' whether 
ye worſhip me publickly or no, whether ir be 
at: Feri/alew, or on mount Gerizim, whether 
ye keep my Sabbarhs, and- reverence my San- 


manjfeſt our awful appreherifions 


1 (vr. 6} 


20s 


Heh. TY 
28, 


auzry, whether ye agree in-choſe things which 


ye fhallask, or pray/pro and-cor., /or . whether 
ye pray firrmg orftandi yourfelvesapart, 
as the:Phariſce did, av if God were mdeetl the 
Author of confuſion, and not of Peace and 
| Secondly, When God fays AMiſericordiam 
velo, He doth not exclude Juſtice, for though 
his. tender Mercy: be over all his works, yet 
the Judge of all the earth will do right. Mer- 
= —_ were the two great ſtrings 
that founded ſo harmoniouſly in Davids Harp, 
P/al. 101. 1. God requireth of us, firſtro do 
jultice, and then to love mercy, Xficab 6.8. 
If private perfons may defend their juſt rights, 
withont violation of the rules of _ 
muc 


I Cor. 14s 
33o © 


[8] 


much more. may ſuch as are. publick perfons, 
who may not ſhew mercy, but witha Salvo ro 
the publick peace and truth. By-the Laws of 


© Godand manwe are to give the precedence 


toads of Juſtice, before the works'of Mercy, 


' . Hedoth-not hate his fleſh, that ſuffers a gan- 


Eat 5.1 2. 


Deny, 13. 
| 31, 


Pjat 59.5. 


 Dottr, 


creen'd member to be-cut off, - : wiſe th 
were even cat off that trouble you, ſays the 
meekeſt Apoſtle. When particular- offenders 
grow obſtinate, and incorrigible, it 1s an a& 
of Mercy to make them a Sacrifice to the pub- 
Tick juſtice, If the offence be not capital, his 
puniſhment may be a means to reclaim him, 
if it be,- the example of his ſufferings may de- 
ter others from the like fins, when they: ſhall 
hear, and fear anddo no more ſo wickedly:s 
and ſo it may prove a means of preventing the 
judgments of God from falling down /upoan 
the Lard,- God himſelf will not- be merciful 
to them: that offend of malicious wickedneſs, 
though he have ſaid Afiſericordiam wolo,' I 
will have mercy, &c, Which words commend 
unto us this ſeaſonable and neceſſary inſtruRi3 
on, that. > non 3 | 


To.be .bufie: and ſcrupulous abont the ex- 
terval worſhip of God, to the neglect of 'mo- 
ral duties to God and our Brethren, 15s a Ph4- 
riſaical temper,contrary to the Will of God. - 

For the proof of which poſition, I ſhall 
weigh Mercy and Sacrifice in the ballance . of 
the Sanctuary, that you may clearly ſee of 
what different eſteems they are in the light of 

"God. 


[9] 


God. And firſt, of Sacrifice, .whoſe Anti- 
uity might juſtly Saif a - great . veneration 
hors nA pole - for though do not think 
it as ancient, as the ſlate of Innocency, ( as Bel- 
larmine and Greg. de Valentia (the better ro 
countenance rheir, Sacrifice of the Maſs ) do 
affirm, Bellar. de mifſal.1.c. 20. Valent. de 
miſſe Sacrif, l. 1,c. 4.) yet it 1s almoſt as old 
as Adam, who taught his Sons to offer both 
of the. fruits of the carth, and the fatlings of 
the Flock, which was done, as ſome learned 
men affirm, immediately upon that Covenant 
made to the promiſed ſeed, which was ſolem- 
nized by Sacrifices, as the Apoſtle intimates, 
Hebr 9.18, f 22.And the Skins wherewith we 
find Adam and Eveclothed, ſhortly after the 
fall, and which were afterward made the 
Priefts portion, Levis. 8. 8. were given them 
by God, ( he having firſt had the fleſh in Sa- 
crifice ) to be Symbolum propitiationss a ſign of 
that Propitiation by which their fins were 
covered, 

Secondly, Sacrifices were of greater eſteem, 
for their Inſtitution, than their Antiquity, 
God. himſelf having commanded the ſeveral 
ſorts of them, and the particular circumſtan- 
ces concerning them, As firſt rhe Peace- 
offering, for the fruits of the earth, Se- 
condly, the Sin-offering, for Atonement and 
pardon of Tranſsreſſions. Thirdly,the Burnt- 
offering, as an acknowledgment of Homage 
to Godthe Soveraign Lord of all. The. book of 
Levitiew is but a DireRory for theſe. 

| | Thirdly, 


[46] 


Thirdly, They were very-codſiderable” for þ 
their uſcfulnefs,' Firſt; as they were ro be 
Signn innecentie; teſtimonies and declarations: 
of Innocericy, For as the creatures offered'titits; 
God ought to.be only. ſtch' as were clean for 
their kind, ſo particularly they anghtt to be 
without. ſpot 'or-blemifh ; and'hio heaſts or birds 
of prey,--but the Ox anul the 'Latnb; the. Thr- 
tle and. the Dove, harmleſs. and uſeful creq- 
cures only, miuft be bronght to che Altar, , and 
the offerer was to lay his hands on the. beaſt; 
either to profeſs his innocence, thathe was not 
Suilty of bribes ar'of blond, of. fraud or;vio- 
lence, or if he were, then to confefs his ſins, 
and deprecate the wrath of Gad, by virtue, of 
that Covenaut,whiereof the Sacrifice was a teſti- 
mony, and fo it was propitiatory. They were, 
Secondly, Euchatiſtical pledges, and” eatriefts 
of their gratitude, exprefling their readinefs 
to forgce all, or to retgrt' ir to. him from 
whom they received it, Thirdly; they were 
Admonitions to- the guilty perſons, to' reperit 
of their ſins, orelſe that they muſt periſh” as 
thoſe: beaſts did. ETITS 

Fourthly, By external Sacrifices they were 
minded 'of their internal duties, as. matfare 
: Ppropriam volurtatem, to-miortific all bealtly 
luſts and affeRions, De S fon | 

Fifthly,, They, were- fences. and boundaries. 
co rhe Religion, God. commanding the Fes 
to Sacrifice thoſe very beaſts which'their 140- 
latrous neighbours did:worfhip ( as the 'Ox, 
the Sheep, and Dove, which'were worſhipped 

we . & 


( 
: 
y 
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as Gods, among; the Egypt 


to maintain. a greater. dereſtation- of Idolatry 


in their hearts, 


Sixthly, They were as ſo: many: penalties, 
and forfeitures, taker» on that people upon 
every treſpaſs, which alſo ferved, not only as a 
preſent puniſhment, but a fature terror; 
minding then thar they. had forfeited: their 
own lives and Souls, which God was pleaſed 
£0: ſpare, expeCting better obedience, even a 


living Sacrifice. 


And: yet all this notwithſtanding, though 
Sacrifices were venerable for their Antiquity, 
moxe for their uſefulneſs, as well to the Re- 
ligion in general, as to the Reformation of 


tans and Z abis ) 


particular perſons, but moſt of all, for its 


divine Inſtuution, the Levitical Law being 


but a Rubrick or direQory- for the Sacrifices, 
Aiſaricorainm vols, &c., I will bave mercy. 

For if hypocritical Fews ſhould have amaf- 
ſed all theſe Sacrifices in one, as the Prophet 
Zer. 7.21, ſpeaks, Put Jour. — 
ould 


to your Saorifices aud eat fleſh ; Tf they 


S0with-their Flocks, and heards to ſeek the 
Lord, Hef. 5. 6. If they ſhould have preſented 
a Sacrifice as magmficent as that of Solomon, 
22000Oxen, and 120000 Sheep; If they ſhould 
have-invented more coſtly ones, thouſands of 
Rams, and ten thouſand rivers of 'Oil, their 
firſt-born for their rranſgreſſion, the fruit of 
their bodies, for- the ſin: of their Souls , yer 


= 


rothem all; Afic, 6, 8; . - 


todo juſtice, and-to love mercy, is preferred 


For 


1 Kings 
- 62, 
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For though Sacrifices. were, comminded; 
Jet not for any..intrinſical goodneſs in them, 
t with reſpe to ſome greater good; £ze.20,; 
25. Igave them Statutes that were not good, 
and judgments whereby they ſhould not live, they 
were not originally good, as the duties of the 
Moral Law, theſe were commanded becauſe 
they: were good, the other good only be- 
cauſe they were commanded, they did not 
make the Offerer, but he made them accepta- 
ble, as in the caſe of Cain and Abe/. Thus 
God ſpeaks to wicked meni, Pſal. 5o. thar 
gave their mouths to evil, and did fit and 

peak againſt their Brother and ſlander their 
own mothers ſon, 7 will not reprove thee for thy 
Sacrifices, or . burnt-offerings, Offer to Gol 
Thanksgiving, &c, And Pſal. 51.16. Thos 
deſireſt not Sacrifice, elſe would 1 give it thee, 
The Sacrifices of God, are a broken Spirit, a 
broken and 4 contrite heart, O God, thou wilt 
29 deſpiſe. Solcwon tells us [| after that hz had 
preſented that coſtly Sacrifice } T's ds j#ftice 
and jndgment, is more acceptable to the Lord 
than Sacrifice, Prov. 21. 3. for it is true of the 
houſe of God, what he ſays of ours, Better 
is a dry morſel with quietneſs, than a houſe full 
of Sacrifices with ſirife, Prov. 17. T. In this 
thzrefore, the young Scribe, was better in- 
ſtructed than theſe Phariſces, for he conſented 
with our Saviour, Mark 12.33. That to 
love the Lord, with all our hcart, &c, and our 
neighbours as onr (clues, is more than all whole 
burnt-offerinos, and Sacrifice, Ina word, our 
Savi- 


Tncirewmciſed: was to. be cut off Gen; 17, 14. 
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Siviour hath -told-us, that whatever our gift 
be:that we bting to'the Altar; if we remem- 
ber, that our Brother hath ought againſt us, 


(5. ) if we are: conſcious of any injury, or 


unkindneſs, wherewith he may charge us, it 
4s our duty toi go: firſt, and be reconciled to 
.our Brother, before we preſume to offer our 
Sift,-:though it be of prayer, or praiſe ;, God 
will; never accept; of a peace-offering, from 
them that live in enmity with their Brethren. - 


..:; And-now if Fſhould pur into this ſcale, the 


Whole Oeconomy. of the 7ewiſh diſcipline, 
their Oblations/.and Incenſe, their New 
Moons and Sabbaths, their calling of Aſſem- 
blies { for Feaſts.or Faſts, ) and their Prayers 
£60,:! as. J/as; 1.11; they would for want of 
Mercy be found tho light, To what pwrpoſe are 
he) 2. ſyith God, v.11.7/ho hathrequired thy at 
-yont havas ? v.12. Bring nombre vain Oblations, 
Incenſe 1 an abomination to me, 1 cannot away 
with it; it 1 iniquity even your ſolemn; meetings, 
ver.13. they were eſteemed but mockſervices 
by God, for want of mercy tq'their-Brethren, 
-;- Two other inſtances I ſhall add, becauſe they 
-:, Firſt;- That-of; Circumciſion, which.is: tal- 
led; Gods Covenant with «Abraham; by which 
he promiſed to he his God and the God of his 


- ſeed,, Gen. 17:105and the. Apoltle-calls it 'a 


Seal ot the Righequſneſs of Faith,; Row. 4.11. 
And as God inftituted it, ſo he: commanged - 
the obſervation of it by a ſevere Sanftion. The 


Ads 15. 
10. 
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And the Rabbies tell us, that as God appoin- 
ted deſtroying Angels to that end, ſo he aflign- 
ed guardianAngels to every one that was Cir» 
cumciſed. Certain it is, that they bearing the 
marks and tokens of Gods' Coyenant in their 
fleſh, did boaſt themſelves ro. be Gods pecu-: 
liar people. And as our Apoſtle intimates, 
they preferred it to the Croſs of Chriſt which 
the Apoſtle, though he himſelf was Circum- 
tiſed, abhors with an abſt, Gal. 6, ver. 14, 
But it was a ſaying among the Fews,that Cir- 
cumcifion was equal to rhe keeping of the 
whole Law,and that Heaven & Earth could not 
ſand if Circumeifion were omitted, therefore 
they madethe eight days beforeCircumciſiontd 
bea preparationfor chat ſolemniryar which. chey 
invited their friends as witnefſes and ) 

for the child, 'that he ſhould obſerve the 'Sta-_ 

rutes of the God of 1ſrael,. and in the' liter 
times; had always: an eaipry © Chair ſer for 
Elias, expetting. that he ſhould deſcend from 
Heaven to be a witneſs of the Circumciſion; 
and yer in truth it was as the Apoſtle faith; 
a burthen which neither they nor their Fathers 


could bear, and therefore'God himſelf diſpen- 


ſed with the uſe of it torhis people forty years 
together inthe wilderneſs, and though Pan 
was Circumciſed, and to make his own and 
T mothy's miniſtry the more-acceptablero'thar 
people, rook Timothy and-Circumaſed' him, . 


yethe teacheth them that if they were Cireum- 
Ciſed( 5.6. }. with an /intemion'to obtain Sal- 
vation by theworks'of the Mp" 

| 5 prohit 
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' profit them nothing: And Galatians 6, 15. 

(ro them that _ in Chrift 7eſus, neither 
circumciſion nvailed any thing , neither nncir- 
enmeiſion, but « new creature ;, by which he 
underſtands, Gal. 5.6. faith which worketh 6 
love: And in' the 1 (or. 7, 19. 4 keeping the 
Communaments-of God: 1o that circumciſion 
was not te be contended for, when the propa- 
' Pation of rhe Goſpel, or Charity came into 
competition with it, 


'A ſecond inſtance ſhall be that of the Zews/b 
Sabbath, of the profanarion whereof the Pha- 
riſces complained to Chriſt of his Diſciples, 
Aatth, 12. 2, and for whoſe vindication our 
Saviour urgeth again the right underſtanding 
of this Text, v. 7. If ye had known what this 
meaneth, I will have mercy and not ſacrifice, 
Je would not have condemned the Enileleſs Ma- 
ny of Chriſt's Diſciples (as well as himſelf ) 
were circumciſed, and ſo obliged to fanctifte 
the Sabbath according to the Commandment, 
and great were the puniſhments which God . 
-threatned and inflicted on the tranſgreſſors, 
Tuch as truck-a rerror to them, which made 
rhem run into ſuperſtition, infomuch that the 
would not go'out of their places; nor dref, 
their meat, nor carry a ſtick, nor defend them- 
ſelves apainſt their enemies on that-day, ' And 
the crime for which: the Diſciples were com- 
plained of, was rather for tranſgreffing their 
tradition, than any precept of God , for if rhe 
fault was their walking through the Corn- 
fields, ir doth not appear thar they exceeded 
L'2 2000, 
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3000, Cubits, which was allowed by them for * 


a Sabbath-days Journey, if plucking the ears 
of Corn,that was approved by the Law, Deat. 
23. 25. 1f for eating (which ſeemeth moſt 
probable, becauſe our Saviour anſwered the 
objection by the inſtance of -Dav1g's eating 
. the ſhew-bread). yet being hungry, their-ne- 


ceſlity might excuſe them, nor was this for- , 
bidden (though perhaps contrary to a ſuper- 


ftitzous practice of theirs, for which the Hea- 
then upbraided them, (5. e. ) their $abbath- 


days Faſts) therefore Chriſt vindicates, them, 


as guiltleſs upon the Plea inthe Text, 1 wil 
have mercy, &c. As1f he had ſaid, You Pha- 
tiſees do not - underſtand the ſubſtantial: and 
ſpiritual part of your own Law, for as long 
as there is not contumacy or contempt in the 


negle& of. Ceremonial Precepts, but the-ex-- 


cuſe of a juſt neceſſity, or the rational conſi- 
deration of a greater good to: out-weigh that 
neglet, God will not impute it as a fin. - Of 
this our Saviour convinceth them by the in- 
ſtance of David, v. 4. and of the Prieſts in 


the Temple, profaning the Sabbath by drefling 


the Sacrifices, for they were. wont to ſay---- 
Tn the Temple there is no Sabbath. If then the 
ſervice of the Temple excuſed the Prieſts for 
profaning the Sabbath , the ſervice of Chriſt 
who tells them of himſelf, that he was greater 
than the Temple, v. 6, might excuſe his Diſ- 
ciples, who being Prophets and Preachers of 
the Kingdom of Heaven, were greater than the 
Prieſts of rhe Law,as our Sayiour ſaid of 7ohn 
the Baptiſt, Fdarth, 11,11, © Now 
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'.,. Now a Prophet even under the Law, was 
above the Law of the Temple, and might fa- 
crifice in any place, as Elias did, and theretore 
it could not be unlawful for Chriſt's Diſciples, 
fo.carneſtly attending his work, that they be- 
came hungry, having no other proviſion, to 
eat a few grains of Corn for their preſent re- 
lief. Again, our Saviour tells them , », 8, 
that the Son of Man is Lord of. the Sabbath, 
which that he ſpeaks of himſelf as the I1eſias 
(who had power to abrogate and alter the Sab- 
bath). is the' opinion of ſome, thongh nor ſo 
clear, becauſe CMatth. 16. 20, he would not 
have it yet known that hg was the CMeffias, 
and if our Saviour had made this his argument 


| he needed not to have uſed any other. Others 


therefore think that by the Son of Man is 
meant every Sox of Man, for Chriſt himſelf 
was not blamed but his Diſciples, whom he 
pronounceth guiltleſs for this reaſon, The Sox 
of Man is Lord of the Sabbath, which S. Mark 
expreſſeth more plainly to this purpoſe, Mark 
2.27. The Sabbath was made for man : and 
ſo the argument ſtands thus, That which was 
made; for another thing is to give place to thar 
for which it was made, but the Sabbath was 
made for man, ergo,'c, Now though the Fews 
were {o ſuperſtitious, that even in the time of 
the CALaccabees, they would not defend them- 
ſslves. againſt. their- enemies on the Sabbath- 
day,-'yet {hortiy after they began to grow wi- 
ſer, 'and would not 'only .detend thetr own 
Lives, bur affault their enemies, and do any 

OR | L 2 _  _necellucy 
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neceſſary work, for- they had dearly been 
ught this Maxime, Periculum vite diſſolvit 
Sabbatum, that the danger of loſing Lite did , 
diſſolve the Sabbath : And as Seldey, de Fare 
Gentinm, 1.2. c. To. they held that in cale of 
ſickneſs, a Few might not only eat forbidden 
Meats, but for recovery of health, or avoid- 
ance of any great danger, he might break any 
commandment, except theſe three, (viz, )Ido- 
latry, Murther, and Inceſt; and I have heard 
from the mouth of a modern few, an odd in- 
terpretation of that Text, Pro, 4. 4, which tie 
interpreting the copulative, by a diſcretive; 
reads, Keep the commandments, but live , i.e. 
ſo keep the commandments, as to be careful of 
preſerving thy life in keeping of them, But 
ro return 1n our Saviour's time, it was praQi- 
ſed by them, as a thing lawful on the Sabbarh- 
day, to pluck an Oxe or an Afs out of a Ditch, 
or to lead them ro Water, and to permit 
Merchants and Carriers to travel about their 
neceſſary affairs on that Day, So that the ſum 
of all is this, that when rwo Laws ſeemed' to 
interfere, ſo as both could not be kept, the lef- 
ſer mult yield ro the greater, the ritual and 
ceremonial, to the moral or evangelical, which 


is the ſenſe of the Text : I will have mercy, 


and not ſacrifice, * FI 

But it may be objeted , What is this of 
the contention of the 7ews for Ceremonies,'to 
the contending of Chriſtians againſt them, 
when they are impoſed contrary to their Chri- 
ſtian liberty ? Ro Lo 
þ 3 Anſw, 
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.eAiſw. Theſe Objetors do no more un- 
derſtand their Chriſtian liberty, thap the Pha- 
riſees did the right meaning of the Text, which 
equally concludes againſt them that contend a- 

ainſt Ceremonies, as them that contend: for 
. \67y co the breach of Charity, Obedience, 
and Publick Peace, which as I have alread 
proved againſt the Zews our of their Law, fo 
I ſhall prove it (contre Gente] againſt conten- 
tious Chriſtians out of the Goſpel, — - Chri- 
ſtian liberty is the reſtoring of Mankind by 
Chriſt to ſuch an eſtate as it was in, before the 
Ceremonial Law was impoſed, ſo that now 
every Creature. of God ts good, 1 Tim. 4. 4. 
nothing ts of it ſelf unclean, Titus 1. 15. but 
all things are lawful, 1Cer.6. 11. (1. ec.) itis 
lawful for a Chriſtian ro do thoſe rag. A- 
Sainſt which nothing of moment can be alledg- 


* ed from the Scriptures, or right reaſon, to 


prove them unlawful. Thoſe Men therefore 
£0 thre wrong way, and puzle thejr own and 
Other Mens conſciences, who argue, It is not 
commanded,therefore I may not do it , where- 
8s they ought to argue, It is not forbidden, 
therefore I may do it without prejudice to my 
Chriſtian libercy ; alchough it may. be 'trul 
faid, that it is commanded of God (t» nos, 
from x Cor. 14. 40. and (in 5þecie ) by autho- 
rity, to which we are bound to, yield obedi- 
ence for conſcience ſake, not as if the com- 
mands of our Superiors did immediately bind 
the conlcience in ſuch caſes, but by vertue of 
God's commands for obedience to the higher 
nana {© Wan. — 


[ 20 
Powers, The truth of all this will appear; 
from the Apoſtles own praQtice, As 15. 28; 
who impoſed on the Primitive Chriſtians ſuch 
things, as were in their nature indifferent, to 
be obſerved as neceſſary,bono pacts, io Piſcatorg 
'Non ſemper &: ubig,, nec per ſe &- fimpliciter. 
ad ſalutem neceſ[aria, ſed ad pacem Eccleſia & 
&itandas off enfiones, ut aleretur mntua benevo-' 
lentia inter ſudcos & Gentiles : Thie ſenſe. 
whereof I ſhall give you from the Engliſh An- 
notations on the place, The word neceſlary is 
not referred to the:Ceremonies, but the pre- 
fent occafion, and perſqns whoſe Salvationand 
Unity was neceſſary. Now who dares fay,they 
were not bound to obſerve thoſe Canons, when 
the Apoſiles ſay, it ſeemed good to the Holy 
Ghoſt, as well as to them, to Jay theſe things 
apon them, as neceſſary to be obſerved for the | 
time and ends above mentioned? © 
' Again, we find St, Pau! commending the Co- 
rinthians, 1 Epiſtle, Ch, 11..v. 2, for keeping 
the Ordinances which he delivered them, char 
is, ay our Annotators, particular Ordinances 
for comelineſs and good order, which belong- 
ed to Eccleſiaſtical Polity, and were afterward 
called Canons, againſt which, if any but only 
ſeemed to be contentious by diſputing againlt 


© . them, the Apoſtle filenced them - by that, in - 


Verſ. 16, We have no ſuch cuſtome, neither 

the Churches of Ged,that is,fay the'ſame Anno- 
tators, io contend about matters of this na- 
Ture; bur willingly and cheerfully to obey thoſe 
that haye ihe aver-ſight of us inthe Lord'And 
* 4 2 7 + ' 4+ ,4 3; | SE As ar 
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it is fit to' confider the nature” of the matter 
created of, which was, how Men and Women 
ought to behave themſelves at publick Prayers, 
which behaviour the Apoſtle would have to 
agree with thoſe figns and geſtures of reve- 
rence , which Subje&ts -are wont to yield to 
their Princes : and although the Fews worſhip- 
ped with their Heads covered, which was e- 
ſeemed a fign of reverence among them, as 
alfo do the Twrks to this day fit covered, and 
bowing their Bodies at their Devotions, as 
they are wont to do- in the preſence-of their 
Rulers; yet the Apoſtle . being ro plant the 
Church among the Romans, and Grecians, with 
whom the uncovering 'of the Head was a to- 
ken of. reverence; - he- appoints the ſame beha- 
viour in the Worſhip of God. - And this was 
practiſed by the Chriſtians in Tertu{1an's days, 
who. prayed Capite. nudo, expanſis manibus, 
with bare Heads; and Hands lifted up, and this 
Tertullian calls legem Dei, God's Law, 2ns- 
11 legem Dei? baker communem iſt am in pablico 
mungdi'& in-nataralibus tabulis ad quas & A- 
poſtolus provecare ſolet cum in velamine faciei, 
Inquit, -Non 'natnra vos docet ? Far by Nature 
here; as | be 9rd , ſuch general cu- 
ſomes as had obtained among the Gextiles are 
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intended, Non eft hos plane Naturale, ſed quod Graiu in 
long lateg, receptum, ut 7 urisconſulti dant no- le. 


men {nris: Naturals, furs Gentium. Our 
Apoſtle then in this. place doth, as with a two- 
edged Sword, cut off all diſpurations, coniten- 
tions, againſt decent Ceremonies in the Views 
vs Y : 1 p 
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ſhip of God, _ 1. By his Apoſtolical injun&ti. 
on, 2/1, By the cuſtome of the Churches of 
God: and to contend about ſuch things, and 
diſturb the peace of the Church is as unrea- 
ſonable, as irreligious 2 thing, which is my 
ſecond argument, . The unreaſonableneſs of 
contending for Ceremonies, to. the negle& of 
Moral duties, | | 
1, For ir agrees with the ſentiments of Man- 
kind, as Plato diſcovers them, s axss i os 
x} volas emCaimumnr nur of rol. dv ms T 
28s, av 715 Garos, x}, Nnar@- rſacive ov. The Gods 
reſpeft not our Sacrifices, but our Souls : And 
we our ſelves acknowledge not them for our 
Friends, or Servants, who only complement 
us, or put us off with eye-ſervice, or a little 
lip-labour, Onin demns Superis — ({ompoſe- 
tam 714, faſs, anim1, ſanitoſg, receſſus ——> 
Aﬀentis ; & mcottum Generoſe pettus honefts : 
_ cedo ut admoveam templis , & farre li- 
tabo. SIITH | 
2, Becauſe the works of Mercy are My- 
pera Tis $dias Conus, the refemblances of the 
- Divine nature, and life + Be ye merciful, faith 
our - Saviour, Like 6. 36. as.your Heavenly 
In Divini- Father is merciful. Lattantius. tells us, Suwm- 
Jae nil di- yg Religionts eft enns imitari quens colis, it is 
won, 32. oh len of Religion, to be like him, 


bumanitate 


mit bums. Whom we worſhip, Now God is love, .and he 
nic” © that dwelleth in love, dwelleth in God, and God 
5n him, 1 Joh. 4. 16. And he that loveth-nox 
his Brother, whom he hath: ſeen, how can he, | 
(5: e.) he cannot, love his God whom he hath 


——— — 


'not 


[3] | 
nov ſeen; 't- 7ob, 4. 20. God hath made our : 
chatity, and ourpeace, a5 well as our holineſs, xc>.12.14 _ 
conditions; Sithou which we ſhalt nor' fee 
God : The Prophet Hoſea, to infteudt'us in _ , 
the mercifulneſs of God, comments to us the <* * * 
knowledge of God; did we know God better, - 
we would love our Brethren more; 1 oh. 4. | 
8. He that loveth not, knoweth not God, for 
God 'i love, It is ſpoken of 7ofiab, that he 
Judged the cauſe of the poir and needy, was not 
this to know me; ſaith the Lord ? Jer. 22. 16. 


Hew! prime ſ[celorum cavſe mortalibus egrie 
N aturam neſcire Deum.. - Sil. Ital; 


We are moſily prepoſſeſt with unreaſonable 
and uncharitable Opinions,and paſſions, which 
do not only difpoſe, us to think amifs of. our 
Brethren, but of-God alfo, as if he were ſach : 
as our ſelves, as the Indiaxs being black, paint S©* F7-9* 
their Gods ſo-too. That Man muſt needs be "OY 
very unmerciful, that can think his God to be 
ſo, and ſure it is, that if God ſhould be as 
unmerciful towards others, as we fancy him, 
or as we are, there-are but few that would be 
faved, except thoſe of | the fame fraternity 
with our ſelves, ' Bat ſuch black thoughts are 7,1; 4.15, 
_ - the ſpirit of Darkneſs; the fruits of 
the beſt fpirit, are love, joy, peace, long-ſuf- R 
tering, gentleneſs, pooduels the. I all ever _— 
ſuſpe& rhat Religion, rhar teacheth Men to 
love God, and hate their Brethren with all 
their heart, | Nt 2h 
It is nod wonder if the Stoicks, that deny the 
Deity, 
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Deity, -and-afcribe, all to an inexorable fue; \ 


do alſo-unman Humanity,and unbowel Virtue, 
teaching that. a wiſe Man oughtQo caſt away 
all compaſſion, and making that a defect of 


the Soul; viz, bearing one anothers burthens, 


which a better Philoſopher+ ſays; is to; fulll 


* © theLaw of Chriſt, . Wel] might Cicero reje& 


them; (neque enim audieudi ſunt, qui virtu- 
zem duram, & ferream efſe volynt ) as not fit 
to be heard, who- would transform Virtue, 
which is of a gentle, tender, tractable, and 
yielding quality, into a rigid, Rupid, implaca- 
ble, and unſociable conſtitution > Such wiſe 
Men have: as little brains, as bowels, ſeeing 
_ St. James tells as, thats the wiſdow that « from 


above, & firſt pre, they peaceable, gentle, and. 


eafie to be-intreated, full of mercy and: good 


f#aits, without partiality and without x; go | 
y let 


"fie; And thus, though I have but caſua 


fall ſome drops of Mercy into the other ſcale, - 
you , may perceive how much they do. out- 


weigh the whole 7ewtiſs Diſcipline and Sacri- 
| tices. The treaſures of Mercy are as bound- 


leſs as the Ocean, and therefore I ſhall not at- - 


tempt to contract them within this ſcale. , ſy 
thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are my 


Wwa)s Jour w4)s; for as the Heavens are higher. 


' than the Earth, ſo are my ways higher thas your 


w4)s, and my thoughts than. your thoughts, faith. 
the Lord, What great things,the mercy of - 
God will cfteR for ſuch.as loye him,may: part- 


ly appear by the things he works inthem, and 


by them, whom he cauſcth ro paxtake of his' 
own 
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own ſpirit, and ſo ſheds abroad his love ims 
their hearts , that they can exrend it again 
throughout rhe whole World, and be merci- 
ful, 44, their Heavenly: Father 1 mencifyl, even 
in thar, great inſtanceof making ( as inſtry- 


ments ) the (un of righteouſneſs to ſhine, and 


the Dew of Heaves to fall upon the jult and 
the unju#t, and by their compaſſionate deſires,] 
and faithful prayers, ; their tender mercics are 
over all. the. works of God. How. gladly 


could I. caſt my ſelf into this Oceav, 2s Ari- 
fotle to Euripns, and ſay, Luoniam ego non 
Con rehendam te, t# C omprehendes me ; be- 
caaſe I cann6t comprehend thy mercies, Lord, 
ler me be comprebended of them 

But as every duſt of Gold is Gold, ſo ev 
a& of, mercy is:precious, and therefore I ſhall 


nor nexd tq mention the infinite perfeRions of 


Divine mercy , nor thoſe. Heroick deeds of 
merciful Men, whoſe, loye hath, been more 
ſtrong than Death; but confine my ſelf within 
thoſe ordinary bounds of Charity, wherein e- 
very,,Chriſtian-may and - ought to converſe 
ith other, ſuch'as the Apoſtle names, '1 Cor. 
13-4.!;.Tobe long-ſuffering, and kind, not to 
envy,.0r vaunt themſelves, nor to be puffed 
up, and ſeek their own, not to be ealily pro- 


voked, not to think or ſpeak evil ; any of theſe 


defeRs will, as the want of Salt to the Sacrj- 
fice; make it corrupt,, and become unjayory. 


Every malicious thought” will be as ſo much 


fire; to make therh evaporate into ſmoke. So 
the Apoſile aſſures' us, .7hongh 7 Fake with 
| Pe OC By LOR © PORE wet 
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x Cor, 3, 
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the tongue of wen and Angels, though 'I' had 
rhe gift of Prophecie, and underſtand all My. 

ſeries, and knowledge,” and had all Faith ak 
have not Charity, it profiteth me _— t 


bare omiffion_of the meaneſt. as - of Cha« 
rity, fuch as our Saviour mentioneth,” Afar. 
thew 23, 33. is ſufficient 'to exclude onr 
Souls as 'well as our Services from  Heayen. 
The Phariſees then, had little reaſon'to ini 
ſo exaQly on a Levirical Ceremoriy of rouch- 
ing and 'accompanying with unclean' perſons}, 
wheti they admitted rhar pride and contempt 
of their brethren, that envy againſt 'Chr 


which rendred them by far'the more yacſean 
A principle which harh' much troubled the: 
Church of Godin all ages, when Phariſaicd 
men, firſt cenſure Wh. condemn their Bre- 
thren, and 'rhen feparate 'from them; 26d 
grow inhatred againſt thetn, when'they fave 


no other: reaſon to think” MI'& their Br | 
bur becauſe they think crop well of themſelves; 
and by their 'zeal for the externals of by F; 
Fel 

- 
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e 
on,ſeek'to palliate their neglett of the mo 


ſential duties. To thefe*our 'Savioor® ti 
mends the Leſſon in the Text ( aswell-as To. ar 
thoſe ancient . Phariſees ) Gb learn what (this Ml ar 
mmeanetb, &C. 0 ,217710 50 4 WO" TOON 

Having endeaygured to convince yeur- tu lo 
derſtanding of the trurh of the propofirionin i te: 

neral,' I thall apply ir as' effectnally as I'can tic 
for the cure of our preſent diſtempers,: for weW foi 
3lfo do rrouble our ſelves, and others; -abom MW ou 
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nal 'Worthip, to-the- negle& of 'thoſe moral 
dities of Humility, Charity and peace, which 
are of the very Eflence of Religion. And L 
doubr not bur-if we would lay afide our pride, 
prejudice, - and carnal intereſt, and as'new-born 
Babes, deſire the fincere Milk of the Word, 
that we might'grow thereby, this plain Leſſon 
of our Saviour, rouching- the ''Love of Mer- 
cy, would more edifie us as:well in holineſs, 
as in peaceand love,” than all the' publick de- 
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SW clamations or private infinuations of conten- 
pr Wl cious perſons, whoſe zeal ( like the little im- 
ft, Wl potent hear in InſeRs, which not being ſuffi- 
n. MW cient ro form ſound vitals within, runs out 
he Wl into many weak and uſeleſs members and pro- 
:4 WM duceth (an Ephemeren ) an Animal that en- 
re- WH dureth bur for aday ) running out into many 


nice circumſtances,- may 'have ſomething of the 
ſhew, but very little of the ſubſtance and life 
of Religion, '-To ſuch I:do in thefear of God 
propoſe this method of learning the Leſſon 
in'the Texr; nl fon ht 


TER Be 


el Firſt, That our Agreement in the Subſtan- 
0 Wl tials of Religion, and the liberry-ro profels - 
10 I and praQtiſe all' rhings neceſſary ro Godlinels 


and Salvation, onght to be_-an - indifſoluble” 
"_ WR | ny whe hey As tlie 
ower Sphears; 'thoagh rhey-:have- a- proper 
tendency of cheir-own, yer avs the mo- 
tionof the' higher Orb'; ſo-though we have 
fome fond conceirs, 'and; concerns .of our 
own; we ſhouldforſake-them ro comply with 
the great ends of Religion, Mercy, and/Peace. 


We 
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[28] ; 
We agree in the ſubſtance ;of the Goſpel, in 
-  +the Creed, and; Commandments, in-the:Mi-. 
aiſtry,and the Sacraments; | We are built on the 
_ Foundation of the Prophets, and : Apoſtles; 
Epb.3,20. Jeſus Chriſt' himſelf being the 'chief Corner- 
Kone; and on this Foundation we may build 
as high as Heaven, why ſhould our Pride and- 
. Contention pull down the Judgment of Babel 
upon us ? Methinks there ſhould be 'no place 
left px qr among Brethren A 
 - 6 ,-, - united by ſo many Obligations, one -Loz 
ag .one Faith, one Baptiſm, one. God, one: Fa+ | 
ther of all;: bur though we all pretend to meet 
in the ſame Center, yet the leaders in every 
FaRion ( as the Lines that are. protracted: to 
the greateſt length ) are fartheſt from reeon- 
Ciliation,:: :o 5: {pls 6 hh 8 wh 
- Though others murmur avdwill not.be/ con- 
tent with Mann except they may have their 
fleſb-pots too; : Let us bleſs God, -that he hath 
F[.1 24.20 eſtabliſhed /xruth. , and righteouſneſs. among 
us by a Law. He bath not dealt ſo with other 
Nations, nor: was it- ſo with-us of late days, 
and we mayquitly fear that our zngratitude and 
contentions mayreduce ust9the Jike confuſion. 
. -with all the extexnals of hig Worſhip, tolhey 
.Bs mercy, .Weneednot/ feari;hjs diſpleaſure,,.if 
.we cither, :01mit ſome things that pleaſe us, of 
.admic ſome-other things that diſpleaſe .us. in 
«the outward adminiſtrations; ;#qr#be-freer-e 
;erciſe of mercy and-peace;1oþbenter ir ig20 Jul 
-Mit 10 a doubtful inconvenience}; thag to rep 
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1ato -2.cettain miſchief. And it will never be. 
accounted among our' infirmities;that; we:were; 
not more careful of the publick- Worſhip. of 
God, than he himſelf. 47 206.5 FE 20 7918) 
: /Thirdly, Neither. the external-cixcumſtan4 
ces: of 'Worlbip which-are injoyneg,.nar thoſe 
which are..contended for, in oppoſition. 10 - 
them, have avy poſitive command from..God; 
or our Saviour; for our Savionr;bath norpre- . 
Fribed the circuniſtances of Divine Worſhip; 
toxefteing ( as Mr,Calvin ſays. 


) that che fame 7,311.04, 


Rites would; not agree, with the ſeveral Na« c.16:2.30.. - 


tjon5,and Ages, wherein the Church ſhould be. 
planted ; and if -wecanfider that ; whertag. tha 
Two Sacraments-oply are -poſitively inſtitured 
10; the. New ;Tgftament, - there -haye+ beet: ſo 
Sear. controv@lies;imoved about. them; thas 
many.lirge Volumes have becy wrimten,' and 
many-bloudy Battlesifought by: men: of <on- 
trary minds, .it will appear a great. mercy, that 
other things. did not-.come.- undex-.-precept ; 
for, then, - greater-/pretences for maintaining 
diffexences would: have been pleatled;. which 
row:have no colaffir; for ias-much as the-mat- 
ters 1n diſpute fall not: under-any-.command; 
and if; thete be vg command, .it follows thas 
they are. left at liberty, -bar by, offending as 
_gainſt -plain Commands; For obedience! and 
peace, our :fin- and. condemnation :afg; the- 
greater. ;., 
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; Fourthly, This ſhall be, a Fourth conſidera- 
tion, that, whateyer cannox be_referged-to 
Faialrpr good manners, and is newher com; 
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mandednor forbidden, that may be done or 0- 
mitred;as is moſt conducible to the great ends of 
peace,Charity,and Unity. To evince the indiffe- 
rency of an ation, theſe things are ſufficient, - 
Firſt, *thax there be no command injoyning:or 
forbidding ir, 2[v, That it be declared bythe 
Magiſtrate impoſing it, that it is not intended 
as 2 part'of Divine Worſhip, as having an an- 
recedent neceſfity, (and ſo: becomes an indif- 
penſable duty, 7) but for Order, Decency and 
Unity, and therefore -as the Caſuilts ſay,” ex- 
' tra Conteniptum & ſcandalum, ifthe Superiors 
authoriry be nor deſpiſed, nor our Brethren 
fcandalized; the praftice' of fuch things may 
be omitted, -as you know the *Ceremonies may 
be, incaſe of :neceſlity,. and private duries, 
which- could nor be -if they Were not things 
indifferent; So that, that part of the Churches 
declaration, that ſays, ſhe- hath power to-add, 
alrer, 'orabrogate ſuch Rites, manifeſtly de- 
clires- their indifferency, as Calvin allo af- 
firms, - ſpeaking -of ,the 'Sacramental'-Bread, 
whether it-be Levened or 'unlevened, and the + 
Wine, whether Red or White, whether de- 
 livered into every mans- hand by the Deacon, 
or not," Hec indifferentia ſunt & in Eccleſie 
. libertate poſita. The Inſtitutions and praQtice 
of the Church are a ſufficiem rule for ſuch 
praRices. The not preſcribing them in Secri- 
| Pture, argueth that it was as unneceffary as 
impoſlible to be done :- for as to thar rule of 
Ko. 14.23 the Apoſtle, that whatſoever i not of” Faith 
# Sin, it imports not, that we: either "ſhould 
ih = have 
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Fin. 


hibve a command fot every a&ion in the Word 
bf God, or that the thing done, is in. ir. ſelf 
pleaſing to God, -bur; if it be nor forbidden 
nor really evil,” but is in order to other 26od 
ends, it may or may not be done, ( without a 
Superſtitious feat of offending God, ) by vet- 

tue of our Chriſtian liberty, _ * -, .. 
 Fifthly, -Inall things not determined by the 
Word of God, we are bound to obey the Mi-. 
plegee by virtue of the gerieral Commands of 
od, and otherwiſe the Lagitar ſhould liave 
no authority, at all, for thoſe things which are 
pood intheir own nature, are commanded by 
od, and therefore the Magiſtrate miilt tidye 
power in-things not commanded, of he harfi 
none at all; and ſo in things forbidden, which 

will more plainly appear by what followeth, 
. For, Sixthly, If .1-may do,or nor do things 

in theie natore indifferent, 'rarther-than offenc 
2Weak Brother, | (. which is the Noaconfor- 
tmifts Plea to the Conformiſts) -much more 
onght I fd todo, or notdo, rather thanoffend 
a Chriſtian Magiſtrate, or diſturb rhe publick 
Pam. becauſe -publick © offerices are , more 
refully to be avoided than private, -and when 
the Magiſtrates comand is added ( whether 
he be Civil or Ecdleſiaſtical } that which was 
but - lawful. before, becomes, ' pro hic .& 
#nc, neceſſary, as 4 means to peace or edifi- 
tation, - A#s 15. 20. It is certainly more fins 
ful, to oppoſe the tomrtiand of many wiſe then 
( and ſuch perhaps as are intruſtedby us) or 
whith is the ſame thing. to g0 againſt their 
es "fol 
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judgment, and- offend their Conſciences, thag | 


179 -£6 a$ainſt- the judgment, -.and offend: the 


Conlſcignces, of -a few weak Þrezhsen,.; who _ 
neither have. the advantages 40 inform: ghem- 
ſelves of the nature of things, -nox that-authe+ 
rity, or concern, ko. provide ;#Qr-the: Publick 


' Peace, as their Superiours haye,” but may -be 


x Cor.8.8, 


ealily:impoſed.on, by crafty menthat lay: in 
wait to, deceive. Judge in your, felyes,Bres 
thren how intolerable. would that Servant be | 
in your Family; that, ſhoyld be always quarrels 
ling at his Maſters habjz, or the ,;diteRtions: 
given him for-his, work ; and.though, he jhave 


Sogd and, wholſom food: in plenty,! yer diflikes * 


the:Cookery, : and. being reproved,. for :his 
pride and curioſity, is obſtinate .and.in{tigates 

is .fellow:ſeryantsto deſert the Family.-; Bug 
herein the Apoſtles example may. dire us 

etter, how far we, may, .0r may..not do things 
indifferent, ( and ſuch as have ſame appear 
rance of evil in them, to, others ), rather chan 
to. give offence to a, Brother, a5 10, the caſe, of 
meats, whick had becn declared unclean by the 
Law, ( but that difference was by. the Goſpel 
abrogated)and were much mare accoyunted-pols 
lured by having been offered unto Idgls; yet the 
Apoſile ſays, meat commendeth us 10t to God, for 


. neither if we eat arewe the better; neither if we 
cat wat are we the worſe,it 1s grace and not meat' 


by which the heart is eſtabliſhed ; our Chriſtian 
liberty is an Amulet againſt any. corruptionin 
ſuch things,for thoughthe pra&ice be derexmi- 
ned,the judgment is iree,there is /ibertas ad op- 
P £ y "AY Tons poſiturm, 
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poſctuw.'\ So inthe: caſe of Circumciſion beſore 
mentioned, which-was ſo abrogated,thar S. Pas} 
ay Je be circumciſed (i.e, with an opinion 
of the legal neceſlity-of it.) Chriſt ball: profit 
Jou nothing : Yet to the fews,, that he ,might 
win them, he became as a few,..and then-uled 
Circumcifion,; As 16.3 .and:to them that.were 
without the Law, as without Law,that he 
might win the Gevriles, and:thon he would not 
Circumciſe; and'in all this be was.Chriſty Free 


man, though he made himſelf a ſervant ro. all,. 


+ . The Apoſtle knew that his, Chriſtian liberty 
was founded in freedom of Judgment-and nos 
of practice, and-thar neither, (ircamciſion nor 
Uncircumcs/ion were any thing, but the keep- 
ing of the Conimandments; Now no actions 
of. ours that are required inobedience to our 
Superiours about the Publick Worlkip, are 
ſo-obnoxious to-cenfure and fcandal,- as theſe 
were, but are under our- Chriſttan liberty. 
And as we ought to ſerve one _anvther in love, 
in obedietice to. Gods commands;-ſo ought we 
in obedience. of the ſame, to ſb mit-our ſelves 
foevery Ordixance of man for' the' Lords. ſake, 
and not uſe our liberty as a. Cloke of Malici- 
ouſneſs, oran occaſion to the fleſh; ro caſt off 
either our Love.to our Brethrenor Obedience 
to Magiſtrates. For to what end hath God, 
according to his promiſe, raiſed up Kings, to 
be Nurſing Fathers tro his Church,.or - whag 
poſſibility is. there, that they ſhould provide 
for irs peace, if'they have nos. power in theſe 


External things ? If therefore rhe things com- 


M3 wandcd 


= 


Gal.5.2, 


I Cor. 7”, 
I9, 
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manded be indifferent, it is certain chat obe- 
' dience to the Magiſtrate is no indifferent thing, 
bat as neceſſary, as peace and unity, which can: 
yor otherwiſe Crinefervet, BE P39 
- Seventhily, The means are alway, as ſubſer-- 
vient, ſo inferior tothe end: Now the end - 
of rhe Commandment is Charity, as the Apo- 
tle faith, and therefore both he, and St, Peter 
require charity above all things, 1 Per. 4. 8. 
When therefore theſe externals of religion, be- 
come apples of contention, they are forbid- 
den frair,' which cannot be injoyed withour 
the breach of the 'great Commandment : and 
if they had each of them a particular precepr i 
yet when leſſer duties come in competition 
with' greater, they ceaſe ro ole: Private 
Laws yield ro publick, humane Laws to the 
Laws of God ;- and among God's Laws, Po- 
ſitive Precepts yield to thoſe that are moral 
and natural, A Vow, or an Oath concerninz 
a thing lawful," if it hinder' ſajzus bonnum Na- 
twrale; ceafeth: to oblige, The Corban 'might 
hot be pleaded in Bar, to the relieving of Pa: 
rents; much leſs may any Covenant oblipe, 
a9ainſt che Peace of the Church, and the Pub- 
lick Parent (as ſome ſtil} plead, for rhar which 
they 'call the National Covenant, ) Thoſe 
things'therefore which are matters of Diſci 
pline, and external order, how preciſely ſo- 
ever injoyned, ought to give'place ro thoſe 
that are the more ſubſtantial parts of Religi- 
on, ſuch as mercy and obedience 'to Magi- 
rates, charity; peace, and unity among Chri- 
> Hs? 0 WON», Wes" os 
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ſtians ; and as. we. may diſuſe ſome things 
which have been generally received. in the 


Church of God, (as were the kiſs. of charity, 
the love-feaſts, and anointing of the Sick) 'fo | 


certainly we may uſe ſome other things, which 
are injoyned by qur Superiors, for che ſake 
of Order, and Unity, When Sr. Paxl had e- 
ſabliſhed the Doftrine of Faith in the:Church 
of Corinth, he tells them, rhar if: abour. rites 
and ceremonies, Any man ſeem to be contenti- 
0g, we have no ſuch cuſtome, neither the Chur- 
ches f God : that is, the cuſtom of rhe Church 
is a ſufficient Plea againſt ſuch contentious 
perſons, Thus when the Council of Nice 
had compoſed the Articles of Faith jn that 
Creed, they all with one conſent approved of 
the Ancient rites and cuſtomes : mr dgguie 12 
xegleim. And Sozomen ſays, it was ever e- 
ſteemed an unreaſonable thin for thoſe that 
agreed in the Subſtantials of Religion, ay n- 
Yay ivExe aauins Emoecige RX, to ſeparate from 
each other,for cuſtomes,and matters of doubt- 
ful diſputation, | 
And it is generally agreed, that the Church- 
es, which are ſi 7«ris, agreeing in the ſame 
Faith, may. differ .in Rites and Ceremonies, 
which they have power to alter, or abrogate, 
and therefore Calvin ſays, they are Mali filii, 
wicked Sons, that will diſturb the Peace of the 


Church, their Mother, for ſuch external rites, 


and as the Phariſees in the Text ſeek to with- 
draw the Diſciples by ſuch objeRions againſt 
their Maſter , hy eateth your - Maſter with 

bx, 4 uw 


i Cor. 11, 
16, 


L, 7. C19, 


n! 


a 


S rule in the 


1 - 


x Cor, 3.4, Diviſions in the Church of Corizth, (piz,) 


when one faith, 1 am of Paul, and another, I 
ar of "Apoltos, &c,” which Diviſions, as they 
cannor be warranted, but on a ſuppoſition of 
ſome great corruption in our Doctrine, of 
Worftifp, or fone grand profaneneſs in ot 
Members ; *fo are they not rgiſed withour ſuch 
thoughts 1n the hearts of thoſe 'thar'do fepa- 
rare from us,” as Mr. Newcoimes obſerved in 
his Sermon at St. Pauls,” Febr.B. 1646. p. 49. 
* Who are they that brand their Brethren with 
* the ritle of Proud,” Time-ſervers, Prelatical, 
* Tyrannical,* Antichriſtjan, but ſuch as ſepa- 
*rate? Who will fay that they are of the ſame 
* apinion in Fundamentals, 'and that their dif- 
' ferences are; but i” minutioribur, but, Wh 
*do they in mitters of leſſer momenr tranl-- 
* oreſs the "Apoſtles rule 2-Why do-they not 
SS, * keep 


—— 
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E keep their opinions private,.and have thei 
- Fai 10 the aſelves defore God Rel 
* they upori ſo ſmall differerices, withdraw 
« from-Communion with us, and gather them- 
« ſelves into diſtin& and ſeparate Churches? 
This is cerraidly a Phariſaical leaven, that fer- 
ments'and 'if 


d 'imbirrers our' ſpirits,* and though 
the effe&s of it may be hid fara time, yet on 
every heat "and agitation it ſpreads through 
the whiole Itimp; and ſwells Men with pride, 
and an unfociable ſowrneſs of Spirit, 

And though the things, wherein we differ, 
feem to be but ſmall, and have a ſhew of pie- 
ty, yet the conſequences are ſo notoriouſly 
and _—_ evil, that the moſt zealous preten- 
ces for the Difcipline of Chriſt, are too nar- 
row a Plaiſter to cover or cure the. feſtred 
Tancor and malice'towards his members. Ce- 
temonies ate no fir. matter to .exerciſe our 
zeal and cdete fo bur, obedience and cha- 
rity.” Yet" as the Ordinances and Rites that 
ch were retained by the believing Zews and Gen- 
2 Tiles, were ſift a Wall of ſeparation berween 


in them, 'and the Apoſtle calls it the 'eumiry;, fo Eph.2. rg 


9. is it with us : The 7Fews ard Semericans dif- 
h fered chiefly about the place "wherein they 
l, ought ro Worſhip, upon which there grew 


I. a mortal hatred berween them, ſo as that there 
e was no commerce between them, 'they would 
A not ſalute one another.-----/Nec monſtrare vias 
eadem niſt Sacra colenti; and ir was dccounted 

all one to be a Samaritan, and'to have a,De- 


_ yil. So when once Men fwerve from the cen- 
bs ; y 7 : 


[ 38] | 


ter and baſis of charity, there is no conſiſte 

, but Men fall , firſt ro vain jangling, and 
hs increaſeth ro more ungodlineſs, for where 
bitter envying, or (as the original word ig } 
zeal is, there 15 confuſion, and every evil thing 
Behold, faith Nees how great. a matter a 
Goole fore kindleth ;. if Men ſoatch a Coal from 
the Altar, it is blown up and down, by popu 
Jar breath, until it be raiſed into a flame, - 
hath this property at leaſt' of the fire of the 
SanRuary, that the buſic Levites will not per- 
mit it to £0 out, eds * 

I know it will be troubleſome to others, 
for it is a terror to my ſelf to. recount, what 
cataracts and inundations of blood, ourChurch- 
diviſions, that art firſt, as the Prophets Cloud, 
were þurt as a hand-brcadth, have rained down 
ypon the whole Land, I ſhall giye ir you there- 
fore in a Foreign inſtance, namely of the Do- 
xatifts in Africa : who, becauſe Cecilian their 
Biſhop had-admitted ſome to his Communion, 
whom they accuſed for Traditors, firſt with- 
drew from the Church, whichas they preter- 
ded ought to conſiſt of ſuch only as were 
ze}, holy, and without blemiſh : and be- 
cauſe they had read in the Canticles,that Chrift 
cauſed his Flock to reſt /*b meridie, they con- 
cluded,that their Party inthe South of Afisa, 
| was. that Flock , .and hereupon they are very 
induſtrious to gather Congregations, and pick 
up one of a Family, and two or three of 


ViPage, which, as Opratus obſeryes, were ge- 
werally of the weaker fort, efur exivir Vas 


wa 


ho 
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" "TI refeaic Hagritns, &c. The Wife is with- 
"08 cawn from her Husband, the Son or Daugh- 
{; from their Parents, And my * Author ets * Optatas, 
ty ſown the Method which thoſe Seducers uſed, 
105 "x; $45 ! or Caia Seia ! bonus homo, ſed tradi- 
"ABS r, libera animanm tam; Thou good Man, or 
0 ood Woman, thou art arhqng Idolaters, and 


Superſtitious perſons, thou haſt good affeQi- 
Pns; -but rhey are not- rightly plated ; come 
put of Babylon; avd deliver thy Soul : When 
tey had thus increafed their Party, rhey built 
Baſilicas non nrceſſarias, more Churches than 
were neceſſary, and rheir Sermons were gene- 
rally Satyrs againſt the Catholicks, and though 
they were frequently confuted in privare diſ- 
putations, and condemned by many- Synods at 
home, and ſeveral Councils abroad, and di- 
vers Edicts of the Emperors, yet never would 
they -acquieſce, or be reconciled , but vexed 
the Churches of 4frics for more than a Hun- 
dred Years, increaſing their Numbers, and 
ſubdividing into FaQtions, as the Primiantit; 
and eAMaximianifts, the Rogatians and Calidi- 
ans, Luciferians and Circumcellians, and all of 
them Donxatifts, and the Circamzellians were 
a Generation of Zealots, ſo fierce and impla- 
cable, that Domitian himſelf did not uſe more 
| cruelty in ſhedding Chriſtians bloud, nor F«- 
lian, who was in Rempublicam Chriſtianam iy- 
Lenioſt nequam, could ever contrive more miſ- 
chievous'Inftraments to deſtroy Chriſtianity 
withall, than theſe DoxariFts were, and there- 
fore he countenanced chem againſt the =_— 
, * licks; 


[40] 


licks. | And.when at Jaſt their grievances, at 
. the grounds.of the Schilme'came to be-:inqui- 


red into; inthe Conference of Carthage,”t 


could objeR- nothing! againſt the Catholicks, 


but what here the Phariſces did againſt ChriF, 


#hy.eateth your Maſter with Publicans aud 


Sinners? And can any Chriſtian Spirir think 
that-this. Plea for a Levitical Ceremony, wil 
juſtifie [ſuch barbarous-cruelties -and bloody 
Sacrifices; before him;\-who. hath' ſaid, 'Z wil 
have Mercy: and not Sarrifice.? For let 'it be 
conſidered, that we live in a Church, whichis 
eſtabliſhed, on the foundation of the Prophets 
and. Apoſtes, 7eſwes Chrif himſelf being-the 
chief-corner-{tone ; a Church wherein: no+ 
thing. is forbidden which the Word of God 


commands, :nor any thing commanded, which 


that forbids ; a Church, whoſe Conſtitutions 
are truly Ancient and Apoſtolical, for: which 
it is envied by her Adverfaries, though" bla+ 
med by. thoſe thax ſhould be her Friends.. In 
a word, 4 Church, wherein we may be as ho-+ 
ly, devour, and charitable, as fleſh and blond 
will permit us. This Church is proteRed-by 
a Gracious King, ſetled on the Throne of his 
Fathers þy many miracles of Providence, rea- 
dy to gratific the juſt deſires of all good Me; 
And what ſufficient reaſon can be given, ro di- 
ſturb the peace of ſuch a Church, or to diſobey 
the commands of ſuch a King, for-the preſer- 
vation of. peace and unity , under whom 'all 
things :are lawful, except (libertas perentyds.) 
alicence to undo our ſelves and gthers2.: --:c 

pg _-That 


— 


= 7 = 


. That. there are ſome. ſuch importeCtions, in. 

he Church,as diſcontenced Perſons ma / Quare 

rel ar, is no range thing, and if caulleſs and 
frivglqus: dbjeRtiqns -may be a ground. for Se-, 
paration.there can never be a frm peace in any Taxts ef? 
Church, ſeeing thar- ignorance, and intereſt, impericie 
and malice will Kill prevail jo the; hearts of pens 
ſame.Men:; but that ſuch things may be role-.5o,0 wh 
rated, and ſubmitted .co., rather than to de- 4yri/fomes 
ſiroy the foundations of peace and unity, and, bebeat ſent- 
ren the Body of Chr1#t, is the judgment of all Jer quid 
ober,Chriſtians. Our Saviour did not with-, nc 'L 
draw himſelf and, bis Diſciples from.the Few- * © * 
5 Synagogues, . becauſe there was a.;High- 

Prieſt, .and the Scxibes and Phariſees ſate in 

Moſes Chair : Nor did the Apoſtle perſwade , ;.j..- 
the Chriſtians to. forſgke the Church! 9f Co- ble Sore-is 
rinth , wherein. were many profane Perſons, better than 
and. great abuſes; but he difſwaded them. from 2 dangere 
their diviſions, which, had. given. occaſion to. 5 1.” 
thoſe ſcandals. And if the Church, in jmitati«. Hooker, 
on of her Maſter, do retain ſome. ſinful, per- 


ſons. in- her Communion, in hope to.reform 
them, it is no charitable; courſe to ſeduce; her 


Diſciples, as here the.Phariſees did,, #by cat- 
«th Jaw Maſter with Publicans and Sinners? | 
If the Church did impoſe ſuch Sactifices, .as 
the Church of Rowe doth, for the Living, and 
the, Dead; a few.Pence .at the Pope's. {hrine, 
tor Sins. paſt, preſent, :and to come:;, if .it did 
require thar daily Moek-ſacrifice of the. Bo- 
dy and Bloud of Chriſt,.in the Mas, of which 
they chemſelyes can-baye no great eſtegm, Jee- 


ng. 


ke. A 
inp they order it to give place to the' cubes 
He or Worlkip of the Croſs, ori a certain- Fr 
fet apart'for that end, on which, ( faith 'D#: 
Fand (_Retionale 1. 6. c.77.) Herb nond convent 
ad adorandam criucem vacare, ) they mult t 
wholly interit upon the Worthipping of the 
Crols, as ifthat were indeed the Altar that Uid 
'Sandifie the Sacrifice ; or if they did imple 
ſuch "gaudy and numerous Ceremonies*-as 
ſhould quite hide and obſcure the ſabſtante of 
Worſhip and Devorion,: thar'it mighr be fail 
of the Church as the Poet ſays of his gxud 
Girl---Pats mivima oft ipſa pueha fi ; Thetiw 
might have cauſe nor. only, rorecede, but to.r& 
fiſt, as the Martyrs did : bit to. contend; at 
' Hugh Broughron, and Mr, Abnſworth 43087 
paration and enmity upon a needleſs comTgver- 
fie, whether Aaro7s Ephod were of 'a: Blew 
tolour,orSea-water-green,and7 ragadias agent 
in »ngi;,t6 a& Tragedies upon no other ground 
- than onr own fears or jealouſies, and to uſt 
our Chriſtian Brethren, as the Heathen did 
their Predetefſors, Wrap them up in the skins 
of Wolves or Bears by defaming, flandering 
and 'c4ndermning them; 4s" Profane and Anti 
chriſtian perſons, and: then. bait | and devout 
them ; this is ro'deal worſe with them than the 
Phariſees did with Chriſt, 
Suppoſe there were a better Government MW 
and. diſcipline revealed 'than ever yet \was 
known, or ptattiſed in the Church ; ſuppole 
thePresbyrery were agreeable to the pattern oy 
| 


the Moum, as fome phraſe it7(-and if they: 


| atd 


[#3] | 
faid to the partefn' of the air,” it had been 
alike intelligible }' yet if K-could not: be 
erected without Rebellion and Rapine, withi- 
out the «fuſion of Chriſtian-dlond; and rafing 
the foundationsof Charches' and' Kingdoms, 
that were well "eſtabliſhed in. rhe-rruth, and 
peace 'of -Chriſt,' the ' Texti doth warrant | the 
rejeRion of it, [will bave' mercy and not Sd- 
erifice. CHONG” UT 10k. 12 Tod: 
But wherein;' T pray, doth: the Diſcipline 
oppoſed by 'Prezbjteriaxs, &c.- to the Peace 
and Unity of the Church,” exceed or parallel 
' that which is sfready eſtabliſhed 2 or 'Is/it-as 
venerable for antiquiry as- the Few/b. Sacrifi- 
ces were ? is there any thing of ſuch beauty as 
the Tetaple? ade © rhe ſeveral-Orders of 'the 
Prieſthood ?*i$ it ſuch .a-:prop to:the Royal 
Tribe as the © Prieſthood was; or doth it ſerve 
the- Ends-of Religion, as' the: Sacrifices did'? 
Alas very little of all this will appear, it'is 'bue 
an invention” of yeſterday, ' that like ' Zonab's 
gourd-ſprungup'in a night, and hatha worni 
alwayes grawing-at the 'zoot; and yet men 
think they d6 well to be angry, and to con- 
_ tend for -1t, even"to the. death» of their Bre- 


threh, 7 £nnupfis 5 KE51 | 
- Hath nor-Gold fajd 1 hate robbery though 
it be for burnt-offerings ? will God be well- 
_ pleaſed wirh 'ſuch as facrifice their Loyalty 
and Charity, 'and'allmorat-virtues, to'a pre- 
t:nded Reformation of Ceremonies? This Mask 
is fo worti our that ia Phariſce: would be a- 
fhamed of jr; ard yer a late Gentleman = 
| : take 
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takes it up, :aod though his buſineſs was:;g 
eaſt fire into the ſeveral, parts. of the Nation, 
eſpecially into: the: Churches, yet, makes him-, 


ſelf very merry, and tells us in his; Rehearſal, 
that the —_- Old: Cayle was; ;( not-only 


d enough but} roo govd to be fought forz 
Par God forbid, Tat ho ſhould be. of his 
mind, to think--only. ſo well af is; as tq fight 
fort again, for it is ſo impoſfible, that any, 
Cauſe fought for with ſuch horrid .circumſtan- 
ces:25 thar was, ſhould. . be \goog, that if an 
Angel from Heaven, (-much.leſs when; only 
onettransformed into an Angel-of light.) ſhould 


_ aſſert ir, T have warrant enough, nor -to be- 


Feb. 9.22, 


heve him, we (+: Ty73 ed SAINT EL > SGH] 
The Sacrifites-and.Diſcipling of! the, : Law 
were termed by the: Apoſtle; Nawyie $ardry 
2 Cor. 3. 7+ 'the minifration'of. death, becauft 
withom ſhedding of bloud (26wt#nealrxooy ing) 
there was no reriifion.: ''And jf 59 this; the 
Diſcipline tontended for . doi. reſemble 'the 
Fewiſh Sacrifices, im-the, ſhedding: the bloud; 


not of Beaſts, but of Chriſtgns, eutting 
and dividing the'yery body rake fa . fire 
and: ſmoke, '-ard-:; tnaking ; whole ;Kingdoms 
burnt-offerings, we may be affured the God 
of Mercy carinot-be welEpleaſedwith fuch Sa- 
Crifices. O45 t6-ghatd- an; 4 8 

The Honour of -God;, the [Succeſs of the 
Goſpel, and Salvation. of Souls, is not cot- 
terned in (the erecting of ſuch a Piſciplinez 
nor-in contending 'about Ceremonjes; which 
are ot ocherwiſc hureful 19 thoſe great en, 
Sek | by 


«) 


alt-I EE 2 


0 4 Te .: 


Far © 
but by pur needleſs contentions about them, If 


we copld order our Converſations according 
ro the DoQrine of the Church, we need not 


fear of diſpleaſing God by Conforming'our *. © 


Devotions to the Liturgy of the Church, for 
the Kingdom of God is not meat and drink, but 
Rig hteouſneſs and Peace, and Toy in the Holy 
Ghoſt : he that in theſe things ſerveth Chriſt, 1 
acceptable to God, and approved of men, 

© There is no Reaſon we ſhould be thus dif- 


© Joyned and mutually branded. This man is Fi 


* right ( ye ſay) that man is not right, this 
* ſound, that rotten, and how ſo, dear Chri- 
* ſtians, what for Ceremonies and circunſtan- 
© ces, for Rotchets, or Rounds, or Squares? 
© Let metell you he is right that hath a right 
© heart to his God what Form ſoever he is for. 
«The Kingdom of God doth not ſtand in 
© meats or drinks, in ſtuffs or colours or 
© faſhions, in noiſes or geſtures, it ſtands in 
© Holineſs and Righteouſneſs, in Godlinefs 
* and Charity, in Peace and Obedience, and 
*if we have happily attained unto theſe, God 
© doth not add upon trifles and niceties of 
©indifferency, and why ſhould we ? Away 
* then with all falſe jealouſies and uncharitable 
6 loſſes of each others ations and eſtates. 
FLerusall inthe fear of God be intreared in 


«the bowels of our Dear Redeemer, as we | 


© Love'our Selves, our Land, our Church, 


*the Goſpel, ro combine our counſels and en- 


© deayours to the holding of the Unity of the 
*'$pirit in the” bond of peace, and labour ard 


p. 83. 
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*ſtady, not how to widen, and pall, and ran- 
© kle, but how to ſalve and hea] theſe trihappy 
© ſores of the Church and State. And as 
Mr. Calvis faith, When we ſhall come to that 
great Tribunal, where we are to render an ac- 
count - of our Miniſtery, There ſhall be no 
queſtion concerning Ceremonies, neither ſhall 
this conformity in outward things be broug] 
toexamination, but the lawful uſe of our li- 
berty, and:that ſhall be adjudged lawful that 

conduceth moſt. to edification, Let therefore 
- all our care, circumſpedcion .and diligence 
- tendto this, which-we may know ſo far to 
ſucceed, as we become Proficients in. the ſe- 
- rious fear of God, in ſincere piety, and un- 
feigned Sanity of manners, SE 

I know you will all joyn with-me, to con- 
demn thoſe piriful pretences which are ſill ro 
be heard from the mouths of ſome profane 

rſons, to excuſe their not frequenting of the 
Lords Supper, aSacrament which may aſſure 
them of infinite comfort, and bleſlings, if 
they did not obicem ponere, make themſelves 
uncapable; They pretend a grudge againſt a 
neighbour, on a peilio of profit or repura- 
rion, or perhaps a pet againſt their Miniſter, 
for demanding his Dues, or reproving their 
Vices, and therefore they cannor' come, It is 
the very ſame that is pleaded againſt the Com- 
munion of the Church, in whoſe Peace and 
Communion, they, might have Peace and Sale 


yation; thay have ſome perverſe Opinions :of 


their Brechren, or Miniſter, ſome point of 


Repu: 
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Reputation, profit,” or trade lies:in:the way, dr ſome _ 
ſtrange reports have been whiſpered in therrears, by 

Schiſmatical perſons, the truth whereof rhey had never 
time to examine; [nor diſcretion 'to judge of; and' yet 
there are ſuch ifivincible prejudices created within them, 
that they cannot be reconciled, Non amo te, #60: poſſuns 
dicere quare, that is they muſt 'keep at a diſtance, and. 
tive in hatred and malice, though they have :no -reaſon 
for it, But when God ſhall cal} us to an account: for. our 
ignorance, and- uncharitableneſs, and make inquiſition 
for the Authors and grounds of all rhoſe diviſions, that 
obſtinacy and cruelty that hath-been praRiſed a0ong 
us, what ſhall we anſwer him ? can we fay as Sad di 

except it be falfly,. I have 'kept | the Commandments 
of the Lord ? 'it will be replyed then , what mean- 
eth the lowing-of- the Oxen, and the- bleating of the 
Sheep that are gone aſtray © /if .it- be pretended- that 
they are ſet a-parf for:a more ſolemn Sacrifice , the 
Prophet demands, | hath the Lord as great delight in Sa- 


erifice, and burnt-offerings, as in obeying the Voice of - 


the Lord ? Behold to obey (the Commands of God for 
Peate and Charity) w better than Sacrifice, and to 
hearken than the fat of Rams. Shall we fay all our di- 
viſions were” occaſioned by -mifinformation, that the 
Cauſe of God: and the Kingdom: of Chriſt were 'con- 
certed, or that it was done in oppolition to a Ceremo- 
ny, becauſe we would not receive the Sacrament'on our 
Knees, or ſce our Miniſter wear a Surplice, or becauſe 
we would not ſubmit to.the''jnjunctions of our Rulers 
in matters of-Decency, OP: ty;j/af ſummun ithud Tribune 
which is as much as any of "venrum fuerit ubiredicnde erit 
the reſt, becauſe we- would: |-olim.funfionis noſtne retio,mi- 


not i cans and merit deCeremonice quaſtio, 
"_ with Fabkenve and Cal, Epiſt, in Catech. Genev. 
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| Kinners ? . Conſider; if this be not coftrary to our - $1: 
viours rute, of preferring Mercy above Sacrifice, when 
we Jactifice Mercy and Peace, and Charity, which are 
ſToſtritly commayded, to our own ignorance or injer- 
eſt, or to the diſcontent and maliciouſneſs - of wicked 
men, which are ſo peremptorily forbidden, W 
Remember the Bleſſing pronounced to, the Peace-ma- 
kers by our Saviour, and the Curſe againſt them that are 
Contentious, and obey not the Goſpel, and then think, 
whether true Comfort and Picty, do lye moſt.in being 
| £3 Is Padua _ inſtruments of Peace, of Mer- 
Deterior eſt qui recedit aþ FBc- . 
cleſie ;nce. 34. & is hereſe | cy and good Works, Or in 
aut Schiſms demigrat, quem Þeing Fire-brands in the 
_ gut impure vivit ſalvis 'dog- Church of -God, inſtrumenty 
maibus. Eral. de Eccl, co-' of Satan, -accuſers of the Bre: 
cordia, P..113- | .-, :...' ' thren, enemies of Peace, and 
authors of Confuſion. :And think often, that God hath 
made our following of Peace, a corflition of Salvation, 
as well as of Holineſs. : Follow peace with all men, ( with 
all our Chriſtian Brethren more eſpecially ) without 
which no man ſhall ſee the Lord, :\'\ 
.. ©  ThePleaof Templam Domini, will but ag: 
7er.7.4. | gravate the guilt of ſuch as.'do fteal,' and 
murther, and commit Adultery, and ſwear 
falſly, 1s this Houſe which is called by my Nawe 5ecome 
a den of Robbens ? What greater dilhonour can we do 
the Church of God than under pretence. of Zeal for Re- 
formation of things inconfiderable and doubrful, to open 
a gap for the greateſt impiery, ſuch as ;Rebelljon, and 
Schiſm, a contempt of things Sacred and: Civil, which 
have been after mature deliberation and - Primitive 
cuſtom legally eſtabliſhed in the Church of God ? 
. 1f men do indeed defire the honour and ſafery - Re- 
| Sr. 18100, 
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ligion, and the whole Nation, thereis no better method 
of effeRing it, than by a hearty endeavour, that we may 
all ſpeak; and.mind the ſame things, and keep the pr 
the fpirit,in the bond of peace : by this the power of god>«,. 
lineſs will appear, as well as the form of it, when that 
Dove-like ſpirir ſhall poſſeſs our Souls, and baniſa all 
thoſe proud and wrathful diſpoſitions,that = 
do as much hinder the righteouſneſs of 7ames 1.20. 
God, as love and charity to our Brethren, 
What an honour is it to be a Repairer of the breaches of 
$10n, toTettle the Ark of God, that hath been ſo long 
in a wandring condition, to convert Thouſands of Souls 
from the error of their ways, and as the good Samari- 
tas, pour in Wine and Oyl to their wounds, that have fal- 
len amongThieves,in their journeying from Fersſalem to 
{ericho ? If Chrift will ſo graciouſly reward at the laſt 
day, all thoſe temporal and bodily ſupplies, that we be- 
ſtow on his diſtreſſed Members,as himſelf hath expreſſed, 
Matth.25.34. much more bountifully will he recompenſe 
all that labour of love, which we manifeſt for the preſer- ; 
vation of thoſe Souls, which he redeemed with his pre- 
cious bloud, to reduce a ſinner from the error of his 
ways, by a mild reproof,a ſeaſonable inſtruction, a peace- 
able and pious example. This is to be as Hoſes was to An- 
708, ( E x64. 4.16.) inſtead of a God and a Saviour unto 
them, Great is the advantage and opportunity that thoſe 
Men have, who by their parts and reputation have an in- 
fluence upon the ſpirits and conſcierces of their miſguid-- 
ed Brethren, if they would inſtruc them 1n this plain lef- 
ſon of preferring works of mercy and charity above all 
external ſervices whatſoever, if they would convince 
them, how hateful ro God a Phariſaical remper is, that | 
diſpoſeth Men to quarrel about external circumſtances, | 
-= 1 wherein ' 
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' wherein they are not at all concerned, and to neglett the 
molt neceſſary duties of the Goſpcl, Judgment,Mercy,and 
Faith which are of Eternal concernment to their Souls. In 
ſadning, they may fave themſelves,and perhaps thouſands 
- of thoſe that know them, and are ready ro follow them, 
And if there bea pleaſure in doing good, there is no plea- 
ſure like thar, which will arife,trom being inſtrumental in 
ſo publick a blefling, wherein the very being of Religion, 
the peace ofthe Nation,& the ſalvation of fouls are bound 
rogether, eſpecially in this juncture of affairs, when for 
wans of exerciſing mercy to one another, we expoſe our 

ſelves as a Sacrifice to our common enemies. Miſericor- 
diam volo, is God's voice to us, and may it ever be heard. 
in our Land. If he ſhould have deajt with us,as we do one 
with another,& lay hold of every provocation to deſtroy 
us,the whole Land might have been a ſacrifice to his Ju- 
Rice : but he hath in the midſt of judoment remembred mer- 
cy,and feeing it is his mercy that we are not conſumed; ler 
© us not be ſo unmerciful ro our ſelves, as to 
Gal.5.15. bite & devour one another 1ill we be utterly 
conſumed. Miſericordiam volo,is the Kings 
| Motto, as well as God's, He hath fomerime graciouly 

| manifeſted his readineſs, to diſpenſe with the ule of tho 
- eſtabliſhed forms of worſhip, which himſelf retains as 
| moſt agreeable to rhe Word of God, and in which, the 
Arguments and Sufferings of his Royal Father have con- 
firmed him (next t0 a 7s Divinum ) againſt all doubt- 
ings or contradictions:yer to ſhew that he alſo loves mer- 
 cy,rather than ſacrifice, he indulged the omiſſion of them, 
as long as the peace and welfare of the Nation could bear 
i, how ill do they requite this great-condeſcenſion, that 
wilt rot recede one ſtep from their pretended holy, but 
xeally unpeaceable Daſcipline,to follow fuch a Divine and 
& | Royal 
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Royal example, as both God and the King do propoſe to 
them? HMiſericordiam volo, ſhould be our. Petition to 
the King to pardon all chat obſtinacy and peeviſhneſs of 
ſpirit, rhat keeps us {till in diſobedience and contradiction 
to thoſe good and wholeſome Laws, whereby we might 
lead quiet and peaceable lives, in all gedlineſe and beneity, 
1 Tim, 2,2, SuxeI am Sari tam volo will one day 
be our Petition to. God, that he would not enter into 
judgment with us ; and we. may know what MN 

; our ſentence will be then, for by the Goſpel Rom.2. 16, 
we muſt be judged, and rhat aſſures us that | 
with what judgment we judge we ſoall be judg- Mat. 7. 2. 
ed, and, he ſball have jsdgment without mer- 
cy, that ſheweth no mercy, James 2. 13. Voluit Dew ut 
quiſg, fit bi menſura miſericordie, Avd now Miſericor- 
diam volo, ſhall be my Plea alſo, that you would pardon 
my trefpafſing on your patience, and that you would ſuſ 
fer a word of Exhortation. God hath planted © 
us 1n his own Vineyard, hedged us about with J/ay 5. 
his Almighty providence, and been at the ex- 
pence of Miracles of Mercy, to reſtore ard eſtabliſh us 
on foundations of peace and rishteouſneſs : And now that 
he expe&ts Grapes, let us not bring forth wild grapes, he 
looketh for judgment, let ws not bring forth oppreſſion, and 
when he expects righreouſneſs, let us not bring forth a 
cry of our own fins and diviſions, and the ſufferings of 
our brethren, leſt he take away our hedge, and we be 
eaten up, and leſt he break down our wall, and we be 
trrodden down of them, that bear evil will to Sioz, and 
watch opportunities to lay us waſt, 

If there be any fanayjck-principle among vs, (and there 
are certainly very many) this is one, to think that purity 
.of Ordinances will commute for the impurity _ 
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| Tives, or that we are cither better, or fafer, for being'of 
 *this, or that Party : Lor and Nogh are commendetd for | 
+ being righteous in a wicked, and perverſe Generation ; 
* their condemnation will be the greater, that are wicked 
| and unrighteous ina holy Nation, and'Schiſmarical in the 
- -Communion. of i Church truly Catholick and Apoſtoli- 
* cal; Ler none of us be as the Sons of El5;Sons of Belial, 
>, "that ſnatched at the fleſh while it was raw, and ſerved 
 themſclyes before the Lord; -whereby they niade the of. | 
. *ferings of the Lord to' be abhorred of the People :. Let | 
none of ys be like the Proud and Hypocritical Phariſees, 
who thought to cloke their real impieries, in negleRiy 
works of mercy and peace, by a pretence, of zeal” forthe : 
|  minute-circumitances of external Wotſhip and Diſciptin; 
| but let us offer ro God the ſacrifices of a' humble 4nd 
© © © contrite hefrr,and not forget ro do pood ans 
Heb.13.16. communicats, for with fuck ſacrifices Gol; 
” well pleaſed: and then he will accept out 
| - praiſes, and anſwer our Prayers with a Miſericordiamn; 
 wolo; I will have mercy upon Jon, and heal your Lank." 
Which God grart for th fake of Jeſus Chriſt, emer, | 
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